Four Wheel Drive Group Leads Conservation Efforts in Scarborough Forest

It’s not often you get to see the mayor, four attorneys, and two bus drivers get down and dirty at the side of the road. However, this Saturday, local U.S. Forest Ranger John Smith was treated to this sight along Route 123 in Scarborough Forest as the mayor and many others stooped down to pick up garbage. The Southern Four Wheel Drive Association hosted Spring Cleaning 2005 as part of their work with the United States Forest Service Adopt a Road Project.  Together, the 25 members of the Association and their friends collected one full tonne of litter from the sides of Route 123 and protected over 15 species.
The Southern Four Wheel Drive Association is a local group of recreational drivers and passengers who use their jeeps, pickups, or any kind of SUV to enjoy the outdoors. Their mandate, however, is not “tear around in the wilderness and have a blast”--they are committed to recreation, responsible land usage, conservation, and education. They are also charter members of Tread Lightly!, an organization dedicated to educating people to enjoy the outdoors responsibly. 

Nevertheless, the SFWDA often faces the scrutiny of environmental groups and conservationists. SFWDA president Bob Yarbrough explains, “People are simply not aware of the amount of conservation work that we do. We are constantly educating members about new ways to protect the environment. We love the outdoors; we love four wheel driving, we love camping, we love hiking. The outdoors are our association’s reason for being. It makes sense to protect the environment.” Mr. Yarbrough and his team of drivers and passengers worked with the United States Forest Service to “adopt” various routes, and Spring Cleaning 2005 is one of a series of similar events they organized statewide to protect sensitive conservation areas.
Saturday’s work was a considerably nasty task—picking up everything from jagged tin cans and broken glass to abandoned tires and shopping carts. The 25 local members of the organization and their friends also mended fences, maintained the hiking trails, and repaired dangerous portions of Route 123. 
12 year old Sandy O’Connor helped her father build a fence to protect deer from running into the road to earn credits toward her environmental studies class. “Deer jump out in front of cars, and it’s dangerous for the passengers and the deer. I’ve never built anything before, but this is better than writing an essay.” Her father David, a member of the SFWDA, concurred, “I honestly can’t think of a better thing to be doing than picking up trash on a Saturday afternoon. Really--I get to help my kids with their schoolwork while being out in the woods. Cake.”

Joseph Hargrove, a local attorney and four-wheel drive enthusiast, hauled stones to mark trails along the cliffs of Loon Lake:  “I’m not used to getting calluses, but it’s worth it. I take my son camping on these trails every year. Next year, the year after, and the year after that, I want to continue to enjoy Scarborough Forest. That’s what this is about.”
“Since Route 123 is essentially a public route,” explained Ranger Smith, “we have all kinds of criminals dumping their household garbage, drinking by the side of road and leaving the glass bottles. People even hunt in the forest without permission. The United States Forest Service simply does not have the resources to police the entire route, or to repair the damage. It’s essential that groups from the private sector, like the SFWDA or the United Four Wheel Drive Associations, help us with this. I am personally grateful for all the hard work that went into this project.”
