
UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATIONS INC.
AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION
www.ufwda.org

UNITED’S E-NEWS February 2006

What's old is new again - UFWDA Community Forums bring the town hall feel to UFWDA On-Line.

In ancient Roman Cities the public square was the assembly place for judicial activity and public business. In
quieter, simpler times the town square was where open discussion about what was right and wrong with the
community and the government. Or it was just a place to gossip and tell the world what you thought and be able to
bounce those thoughts and your ideas off your closest friends
.
Over the years the Internet has become a forum of sorts for many and it has a distinct advantage (or disadvantage
some might say) in that it can bring together people who can't make it to the "town square"…..in
fact people from all over the world can unite and talk, discuss and share ideas and thoughts of common interest.

UFWDA has set up it's new Community Forum to allow and help facilitate these discussions - whether they be
between neighbours, individuals, states, regions, provinces, nations or just general comments about the direction of
UFWDA. The new forums are on-line with information about the various programs UFWDA is involved in and
they allow threaded discussion on topics ranging from UFWDA, 4 Wheeling, growing the sport, land use issues,
conservations, Adopt-A-Road, legislative and legal issues. Just about anything related to the world of 4 wheeling
.
To become a member of this new Community simply point your browser of choice to the UFWDA website at
http://www.ufwda.org and choose "forum" or go directly to http://www.ufwda.org/smf. Click on the "Blue Button"
that says "Register" and you will be prompted to:

UFWDA Community Forums
UFWDA joins lawsuit
Colorado petition filed against OHV’s
UFWDA motion granted by Court
Ocala National Forest Appeal
4x4 market in New Zealand
Contemplate the future?
Ultimate Air Offer
Off-Road Impact Las Vegas report
Paris Dakar race article
UFWDA 2006 Convention
Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT
Hog Canyon success
Southern Africa “Unit Standards”
SUV safety

A slight change in the format this month as an
experiment to see if our readers prefer the
single column layout. This layout may be
easier to follow for those who read off the
screen rather than printing a “hardcopy” for
later reading.

There have been more moves by UFWDA to
connect with our membership and the Board of
Directors is pleased to announce that there is
now a “Community Forum” linked to
www.ufwda.org. This new email forum might
provide an additional source of news for E-
news but we’d still be pleased to get 4x4 news
sent to enews@ufwda.org by the 10th of each
month.

UFWDA Community Forums



(a) choose a user name (a name you will use to logon with)
(b) your real name (we expect everyone to use their real name on this forum)
(c) your e-mail address (which you can choose to hide from all forum members)
 (d) a password for the forum

It should be noted that this forum has not been set up to replace any of the current communications systems such as
e-mail, phone calls or the delegates list or direct contact with any board member (http://www.ufwda.org/bod.htm).
The BOD feels the direct personal contact of the Delegates and the interaction with the BOD is a major advantage
of being a UFWDA member. This new forum just enhances that relationship and provides another place to have
and build conversations and hold discussion with our entire community
.
No personal information from the site will be shared with anyone outside of UFWDA. You have the choice or
displaying or not displaying your e-mail address. So please come on-line, share your thoughts, ideas and questions
with us. Let us know what you like and what you don't like. But please be respectful, and treat the other forum
members as you would like to be treated yourself. And remember that the UFWDA BOD, just like you, may or
may not feel comfortable on the Internet, so allow those BOD people who are comfortable, to get with those
members who are not and get the answers you need. If we all work together, this will become a gathering place for
information, camaraderie and support for the entire UFWDA Community.

For questions please contact Shawn Pagan, UFWDA Vice President @ vpresident@ufwda.org or call him at (970)
674-0874.

United Four Wheel Drive Associations (UFWDA) and other organizations, including the Cape Hatteras Access
Preservation Alliance, filed a motion in U.S. district court for the District of Columbia on January 13 to intervene
in a suit brought against the National Park Service by Friends of the Earth, Bluewater Network Division, National
Parks Conservation Association, and Wildlands Center for Preventing Roads (known as Bluewater Network).
Bluewater Network is asking the court to stop all off-highway vehicle (OHV) use in all National Parks and to stop
all OHV use in all recreation areas, seashores, lakeshores, or preserves until such units adopt special regulations for
OHV use.

Bluewater is hoping the court will issue an injunction to immediately stop all OHV use at places such as
Canyonlands National Park, Big Bend National Park, Canyon de Chelly National Monument, Death Valley
National Park, Big Cypress National Preserve, Cape Hatteras National Seashore and Cape Cod National Seashore
to name a few.

“This case is of vital importance to four wheel drive users and OHV users of all kinds”, stated Carla Boucher, long-
time attorney for UFWDA. Boucher said, “This case is typical of the mindset of anti-access organizations such as
Bluewater and Wildlands Center for Preventing Roads who believe OHV use should be banned in all National Park
units, even units such as Cape Hatteras National Seashore that is in the midst of legal planning for OHV
management”.

Cape Hatteras has allowed OHV use since it was established in 1953. Its implementing legislation guaranteed OHV
access and the Park Service convened the negotiated rulemaking process in June of 2005 to create a fair and
balanced OHV management plan by local stakeholders. UFWDA has been nominated to represent OHV interests
on the Hatteras rulemaking advisory committee. A similar OHV rulemaking process was completed by the National
Park Service at Fire Island and Padre Island, yet all three national seashores are subject to the ban Bluewater is
requesting.
“It appears from the complaint that Bluewater and friends do not want public access at our National Park units,
even in those units where the public, the Park Service, and other environmental organizations have worked
diligently to establish proper OHV management plans”, concluded Boucher who is a nationally recognized land use
authority and conservation advocate.

UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATIONS joins lawsuit to prevent off-road
vehicle closures in National Park Service units



UFWDA feels strongly that motorized interests can only be protected from sweeping closures of legal OHV use in
our national parks if we intervene in this suit and demonstrate for the court the fallacy of Bluewater's claim and the
dire impact wholesale closures will have on public lands access in this country.
United retains a full time attorney dedicated to four wheel drive access issues and is privileged to collaborate with
chief council on this case Holland & Knight, one of the 15 largest law firms in the world.

February 15, 2006: United Four Wheel Drive Associations (UFWDA) has received information that the Center for
Native Ecosystems (CNE) along with five other environmental organizations, including the Wildlands Center for
Preventing Roads, have file a petition with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Uncompahgre Field Office in
Montrose, CO seeking to close areas to motorized access.

The 60 page long petition asks to eliminate open off-road vehicle (ORV) use from areas that are composed of
Mancos shale.  CNE has stated that the group is not proposing a total ban of off-road vehicle use in the areas, but
wants to eliminate open use of the areas by ORVs and restrict their use to designated routes.

The petition seeks to close the following to off-road vehicle use:

* The Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area;
*BLM land immediately adjacent to the south of the National Conservation Area (The Flat Top - Peach Valley
Area);
* The North Delta open ORV area; and
* Any other areas where the Uncompahgre Field Office allows open ORV use that are on Mancos shale.

The petition asserts that open ORV use on the Mancos shale areas is damaging the Mancos shale environments and
other ecosystems associated.

This petition has national ramifications and could lead to rules that would pressure other BLM offices to follow suit
if petitioned in the same manner.  UFWDA believes this may be a first step in moving toward additional filings and
legal actions similar to other on-going actions to stop OHV activity in recreational areas within the National Park
Service units.

Currently, BLM manages public lands for recreation under Executive Orders (EO) 11644 and 11989 and guidance
defined in the Code of Federal Regulations.  Under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976
(FLPMA), the BLM is required to manage public lands on the basis of multiple use and sustained yield, while
protecting resources.

Under those regulating authorities, off-highway vehicle designations are determined through a comprehensive land-
use planning process, which serves as an adaptive and flexible approach tot he management of all activities on the
public lands.  Under this guidance, BLM management provides for the public’s recreation needs, protects
resources, ensures the safety of the public, and minimizes conflicts among the various public land users.  BLM
management of OHVs is guided by the designations Open, Limited, and Closed in accordance with EO 11644.

The BLM Uncompahgre Field Office recently completed a five-year long effort to develop a comprehensive
management plan for the area cover by the petition.  While BLM has the authority to answer the petition by making
the rule and not conducting public hearings under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, doing
so would overturn the recently complete resource management plan.

UFWDA supports public involvement in developing management plans that provide for recreation opportunity and
appropriate protection for the natural resources.  Such management plans receive public endorsement and are
supported with scientific data.  UFWDA recommends BLM adhere to their National Management Strategy for
Motorized Off-Highway Vehicle Use of Public Lands (Jan 2001) to ensure environmentally responsible off-
highway vehicle use on BLM–administered public lands.  Partnership with the general public, user groups, and
other interested parties is necessary to provide recreation opportunity and protect resources.

UFWDA working to answer a petition filed with the BLM's
Uncompahgre Field Office in Colorado



UFWDA considers the petition an important issue with a potential significant impact on access to public lands and
is currently developing their response.

The purpose of this release is to notify other interested parties to begin work on a local response to this petition.
Contact the Bureau of Land Management's Uncompahgre Field Office, listed below, and ask for a copy of the
petition. UFWDA will provide assistance to any local and regional organization desiring help in drafting a response
to the petition.

Uncompahgre Field Office
2505 South Townsend
Montrose, CO  81401
Barbara Sharrow, Field Office Manager   970) 240-5300

United Four Wheel Drive Associations (UFWDA) and other organizations, including the Cape Hatteras Access
Preservation Alliance, filed a motion in U.S. district court for the District of Columbia on January 13, 2006, to
intervene in a suit brought against the National Park Service by Friends of the Earth, Bluewater Network Division,
National Parks Conservation Association, and Wildlands Center for Preventing Roads (known as Bluewater
Network).

Despite the fact that Bluewater Network opposed our motion to intervene, the court granted the motion without
restriction.  It was surprising to note that Bluewater opposed our motion when they initially agreed to a similar
motion by the Motorcycle Industry Council, SVIA, and the BlueRibbon Coalition.

“I suspect the force of our combined interests is daunting for Bluewater Network”, noted Carla Boucher, nationally
recognized attorney for UFWDA.  We collectively represent a very large and powerful group of recreationists,
counties, and businesses that will be adversely affected by this suit if the plaintiff’s are successful.  The defendant
National Park Service and our organizations are represented by a very strong legal team with very persuasive
evidence that indicates the Bluewater Network suit lacks a factual basis and is not supported by the law.

Up to date information about the development of the suit will be posted at the UFWDA website at www.ufwda.org.

The Florida Four Wheel Drive Association and United Four Wheel Drive Associations are appealing the Access
Designation in Restricted Areas decision for the Ocala National Forest.  The decision closes over 1,500 miles of
routes formerly established when the area was open to cross-country travel.

The Florida Four Wheel Drive Association has done everything right!  They have participated in the early stages of
the project, holding OHV seats on the working group established by the Forest Service; surveying and recording
the location of all the roads and trails in the project areas.  The Association also provided meaningful comments
during the scoping and draft environmental impact statement phases of the project.

The leadership of the Florida Four Wheel Drive Association and its participating members should be very proud of
the way they have stepped up to the plate and done so much work to ensure access for all four wheel drive users in
Florida’s Ocala National Forest.  This appeal is a marriage of the national experience of UFWDA and the local
expertise of the Florida Four Wheel Drive Association.

Carla Boucher
UFWDA Legislative Attorney

Ocala  National Forest appeal

UFWDA motion to intervene in the Bluewater v. Natio nal Park Service lawsuit has
been granted by the court.



www.4wdnewz.com

A new website that has burst onto the scene in the last month. Compiled by probably the most respected 4WD
motoring writer in New Zealand, this new site promises to provide a wide overview of the local 4x4 market.

In the Jan 06 E-news article "UFWDA and Other Leading Recreation Organizations Working Collectively For
Motorized Access" we failed to recognize the involvement of the American Council of Snowmobile Associations.
It is important to highlight their involvement.  Their representative is Christine Jourdain and her insight and
articulation of issues of importance has been a great asset and benefit to us.  Thank you Christine and the ACSA for
your dedication and collaborative effort!  Our apologies for forgetting you in the first mention.

Something to read on an aeroplane trip or under a tree on a quiet day!

http://www.foresight.gov.uk/Intelligent%20Infrastructure%20Systems/Reports%20and%20Publications/Intelligent
_Infrastructure_Futures/the_scenarios_2055.pdf

Ultimate Air is “Your Ultimate Source for Onboard Air”
Introducing our new "Iron Orange" color!!
We offer the most economically priced most complete high quality CO2 system on the market! Visit our website
www.ultimate-air.com for more information about our product. Ultimate Air is very proud to be a UFWDA
Supporting Business Member!! In fact, we are the only Onboard CO2 system maker that directly supports
UFWDA!

UFWDA Member discounts are available. Please feel free to contact us here or by calling us at: 313.595.5358
for further details.
In addition to offering a UFWDA member discount, Brinic Enterprises, maker of Ultimate Air, will donate
5% of UFWDA member sales back to UFWDA!
Help support those who support our sport and everything UFWDA stands for!!

Brian Wysocki
Ultimate Air

The show was successful for UFWDA and we hope to see some more advertising and Supporting Business
Members from the show. Jim Anderson was doing a great job talking to the various businesses and Joanie and
Frank Noel were knocking them dead at the booth. I know Frank picked up a couple of key marketing partners that
we hope to turn into a great relationship over the next few months / years.

 It was also good to see and meet the UFWDA Four Wheeler of the year - Mickey Goodweiler. It sounds like the
Nevada guys and gals are really working on some good news with the BLM!

Shawn Pagan

Do you ever contemplate the future?

Interested in a look at the 4x4 market in New Zeala nd?

CORRECTION

5% of UFWDA member sales back to UFWDA!
An Ultimate Air offer

Off-Road Impact Show January 2006
Las Vegas NV



http://www.autoweek.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=200660127004

Doubletree Hotel Oak Ridge
215 South Illinois Avenue, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, United States 37830
Tel: +1-865-481-2468 Fax: +1-865-481-2474

http://www.doubletree.com/en/dt/hotels/index.jhtml?ctyhocn=ORKDTDT

Promoting Organization, Southern Four Wheel Drive Association www.sfwda.org
 info@sfwda.org

Land Use Conference July 15th
Official Rides at Windrock July 10th-11th
Unofficial Rides at Tellico July 15th-16th

http://www.4wdnsw-act.asn.au/news_list.php

Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT, Inc hopes you'll enjoy our new site which launched on February 15th, 2006. This
site will continue to be undergoing construction for the next few weeks, so please bookmark our site as one of your
favourites, and return to check out the developments from time to time.
We hope that you'll enjoy browsing through our site, whether your already in a 4WD Club that’s affiliated with our
Association, considering affiliating your club with 4WD NSW & ACT, Inc, or simply interested in the recreation of
4WDing.

Dream of driving the Paris –Dakar race?

A shot of the UFWDA Logo on Rockstomper
Racings 2006 WE Rock Rockcrawler. For more info
on this check the thread at
http://www.ufwda.org/smf/index.php?topic=12.0

Our Booth and display vehicle before the crowds. The
signs are comments about Supporting Business Members
who have parts on the vehicle. The rest of the supporting
business members are listed in a sign on the front
windshield.

UFWDA Convention July 12th-14th

Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT, Inc.



                    

Kanab, UT: November 8, 2005 saw the Canyon Country 4x4 Club playing host to some special guests.
Representatives from Utah State Parks and Recreation (USP&R) were in town to help with placing
informational trail signs for the Hog Canyon Trail System. This was a huge milestone in the long struggle to have
the designated trail system become a reality. Volunteers from the Knab, Utah based Canyon Country 4x4 Club and
the UT/AZ ATV Club worked alongside representatives from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Kanab
Field office and the (USP&R). In one day, they placed most of the signs to identify the trails. Now, four wheel
drive enthusiasts will be able to identify trail location and difficulty level before they enter.

Hog Canyon is an area only two miles outside of the town of Kanab. Situated between the Vermilion Cliffs to the
south and the White Cliffs to the north, the area has some spectacular scenery in all directions along with the great
OHV trail opportunities.

As early as 1995, there were people who viewed this as a fantastic area for an environmentally friendly trail system
that would give local residents and visitors alike the ability to enjoy this beautiful area and have some excellent
four wheeling experience in the process. In 2002, the Canyon Country 4x4 Club approached the BLM with their
proposal for the trail system. Hundreds of hours of volunteer efforts, along with the enthusiastic support from local
citizens, businesses, and city and county governments went into this project. Bob Wallen, land use officer of the
CC4x4 Club, presented a proposal to Utah State Parks and Recreation resulting is an Off-Highway Vehicle grant to
help get this project on the ground.

All was not smooth sailing, however. When the project was proposed to the BLM, certain "environmental"
organizations thought that this would be a fine opportunity to create some controversy and generate
some donations. Even though the BLM had long ago determined that the Hog Canyon area did not have wilderness
characteristics and was classified as open to off road travel, this did not deter the environmental organization
opposition.

ACTION INVESTORS

Weekend Warrior Trailers
Rage’n Inc.

              Northwood Trailers
Extreme RVs

             Komfort Corporation
        Honda/Yamaha of Redlands

Coachmen Industries
Progressive Trailers

Aluminum Trailer Company
Fleetwood

T2K Trailers
Santek Trailers

Support those who are in the fight to protect your recreation !!  Buy all of
your trailers, gear and equipment from our Industry  Investors.
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Hog Canyon Trails, Success Through Co-operation



Wild claims, intentionally alarming and distorted statements, along with some outright false accusations of
"damage", were made to federal land managers and printed in the media. This delayed the project, even though the
designated trail system was proposed by the few accused to have no respect for public lands as a means to protect
the area from abuse.

The grant funds sat idle for almost eighteen months as
the BLM reacted to opposition to the proposal.
Certainly, there was some damage to the area from
ATV's riding off the road, "which was perfectly legal
at the time", that would not have occurred had the
interests, rather than using this as a platform to create environmental organizations worked with recreation
publicity.

Eventually, the proposal was allowed to continue by
way of an "Emergency Order". This put most of our
trails on the Federal Register and limited the area to
travel on designated routes only. Recreation lost a
few trails that they are seeking to regain, but for the
most part the trail system is intact as it was intended.

Thanks to the local BLM Field Office for the long and hard work they did in sorting out the "claims" from the real
concerns and having the integrity to continue to manage this area for multiple use. Thanks to Utah State Parks and
Recreation for providing the grant and all the other assistance that they have provided. The kiosk and signs are now
in place and a fantastic trail system exists in Kanab.

Just a short drive out of town are some thirty miles of trails ranging from easy dirt roads to some very challenging
trails. They are all in a very beautiful area where you can have an outback experience while being just outside of
town

All in all, this project was a great exercise in cooperation between off highway vehicle enthusiasts and government
agencies. It was a long time in coming, but certainly worth the effort. If you come ride the trails of Hog Canyon,
please respect the efforts of all of those that have worked so hard and stay on the designated trails.

Visit the Canyon Country 4x4 Club website at www.canyoncountry4x4.com for more information.

John Stewart
UFWDA Director, Environmental Affairs

The Unit Standard Process - An Explanatory Document Distributed by the 4x4 Industry Working Group
                                                                         Introduction

As most of you are aware, the initial Unit Standard concerning 4x4 driver training is in the process of being
registered. The purpose of this document is to provide some background to the process, the reasons for going this
route, the current status and to address some of the other questions that are being asked regarding the Unit
Standards.

                                                         Why go the Unit Standard route?
By making use of the processes developed as part of the Skills Development Act, we achieve the following –

·  we create a standard for 4x4 Driver Training that is a public standard (anyone so qualified may present the
courses),

·  the Unit Standard is equitable throughout South Africa (all accredited facilities and Instructors work to the
same standard),

FEEDBACK FROM ASSOCIATION OF ALL WHEEL DRIVE CLUBS -SOUTHERN AFRICA

Photo courtesy of the Canyon Country 4x4 Club



·   the Unit Standard provides the qualified 4x4 driver with accreditation that will be recognised (the need for
certain people to be accredited 4x4 drivers, as a result of their work circumstances, is integral to this process)

What is the Current Status?
The Unit Standard has been allocated to TETA (the Transport Industry SETA) who are presenting the document to
the SGB (Standards Generating Body). We are awaiting the review of the Unit Standard by the SGB and the
registration of the Unit Standard by the SGB.                                                              

                                                                 What are the next steps?

Once this is done, work will commence in conjunction with TETA on the curriculum and related aspects (such as
course notes, presentations, manuals, etc.), in consultation with the Working Group and any others who may
express interest. Once the Standard is registered, TETA will place the Unit Standard on their website
http://www.teta.org.za/. It is anticipated that this will be in place by April 2006.

What about 4x4 operators who have previously completed 4x4 Driver Training Courses?
It is envisaged that the operator will be required to complete some form of competency test, much the same as the
existing firearm legislation. The format, content and duration of this competency test are yet to be determined.
What is required to become an Accredited Instructor? TETA will develop the RPL (Recognition of Prior Learning)
system in order that existing Instructors can present a portfolio for assessment and accreditation. This will be in the
form of a brief resume, providing details of your experience in Driver Training. TETA will also guide applicants
wishing to become recognised Instructors through the process of accreditation. Instructors will be required to have
completed an Assessors Course.

In terms of the actual course and venue, the venue and course materials will be subject to what is termed a
“Hygiene Audit”, in order to ensure that the materials exist, basic facilities (sanitation) are present and so on. In
terms of your course materials, these will need to comply with the “Measurable Outcomes” as defined by the Unit
Standard - your course must cover the items that students are to be assessed against. The Working Group is aiming
at compiling a manual that will be made available to training facilities at no cost, covering the Unit Standard
requirements and in a format that can be personalised to your training facility.

What future developments are planned in terms of 4WD related Unit Standards?
This initial Unit Standard (Level 1) is aimed at the novice 4WD user, with a further 3 Unit Standards planned, viz. -
Level 2 - Advanced off road driving Level 3 - Towing Level 4 - Instructor

Who is the current Working Group?
The current Working Group is a voluntary group, representing the various aspects of the 4x4 industry. These
people are - Glyn Demmer - Nissan/NAAMSA (AAWDCSA) Tony Yeo - Land Rover Experience/Land Rover
Michael Green - Secure Tech (formerly Spanset) Francois Roussouw - Radio Sonder Grense Von Krause - Toyota
SA Steve Barley - Four Wheel Drive Club of Southern Africa Allan Horwell - Four Wheel Drive Club of Southern
Africa Lionel Lewis - LA Sport/ATA Tinus Breitenbach - LA Sport/ATA Wayne Dicks - Ford Ranger Academy.

 The Working Group is self-funded and is based in Gauteng. Meetings also involve representatives of TETA, as
and when required, a Gauteng based organisation.

What if I elect not to go the Unit Standard route?
This is entirely your choice, and should be determined by the market you serve. The only possible limitation is that
companies requiring accredited training for staff utilising 4x4’s may not make use of your services.

What are the long-term implications if I do go the Unit Standard route?
These will be determined by TETA, but will typically consist of venue audits and assessment of courses as well as
prescribed training. There will be costs associated, which will be detailed at a later stage by the SETA

                              Where else in the world has a similar approach been taken?
Australia are possibly the leaders in the field of Unit Standards in off-road driving, closely followed by the
 United Kingdom.

How can I remain up to date with developments regarding the Unit Standard?
Regular updates will be sent to the current mailing list, a list comprising the known training organisations,
manufacturers and clubs. This list has been compiled to the best of our abilities. If you have been omitted from this
list and would like to receive updates, please send your details (name, contact details, e-mail address and
organisation/club represented) to barley@yebo.co.za

Steve Barley, 4x4 Industry Working Group



Posted Jan 19th 2006 2:30PM by Stuart Waterman
http://www.suvoa.org/If you own an SUV, and you're tired of being blamed for everything from global warming to
Al Qaeda terrorists, you're not alone. The SUV Owners of America is a non-profit organization "dedicated to
supporting the rights and serving the interests of SUV owners."

One of the things they do best is debunking what they feel is persistent and pervasive disinformation about light
trucks. A case in point: the recent, widely reported study that says children are no safer in SUVs than they are in
cars. SUVOA did a little digging, and found that National Highway Traffic Safety Administration research into
fatal crashes shows children to be twice as safe in SUVs than in cars.
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SUV owners - someone's on your side


