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UFWDA has moved into a new era with the introduction of the UFWDA MySpace page on December 
25th at www.myspace.com/ufwda 
 

With these monthly e-News updates, it is often 
scary to get to the set deadline and realize that 
there’s little material that has been sent in for 
possible use. 
The reach of UFWDA relies on our existence 
being known and the evidence that we are 
considering the whole future of 4x4 recreation. 
 
The role of e-News editor (compiler?) is voluntary 
and sits alongside my other 4x4 involvement for 
UFWDA, my country’s national organization 
NZFWDA and my clubs; Auckland 4WD Club and 
4x4 Challenges NZ. Help me with snippets and 
news so that we can keep UFWDA e-News vital 
and topical. 
 
I was pleased to get permission to include in this 
edition, a just published article from the Southern 
African magazine “Drive Out”. 
www.wheels24.co.za/Driveout/Home/ It gives a 
sobering overview of the future of 4x4 recreation 
in that country and highlights the huge effort put 
in by the AAWDC-SA and the group NOW, to 
address the government pressure. 
 
Each time a government or legislature imposes 
regulations on 4x4 recreation, it is seen as 
validation by other groups, even if the reasoning 
is mysterious and facts dubious. 
 
Peter Vahry 
UFWDA international vice-president 
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MySpace and UFWDA 
 



If you understand the concept of MySpace… you add friends, or people add you as a friend to 
increase your number of friends.   
Since the creation of the UFWDA MySpace page, our friends list has grown steadily.  As of 10 
February 2008, the UFWDA page has 552 friends.  Almost all of these friends are 4x4 users across 
the nation.  A few of the friends are friends of 4x4 users, and this is great also. 
 
An added benefit of the MySpace page, is the ability to send out a bulletin to all your friends about our 
respective sport, or issues that need our attention. We also have the ability to provide RSS feeds from 
the UFWDA e-News pages.  UFWDA can also provide RSS feeds from other pages if we needed or 
wanted too. 
   
There are a few of our sponsors that also have MySpace pages, and sometimes provide specific info 
for their MySpace friends.  We have also acquired a couple of new members via our MySpace page, 
and would like to officially welcome them to their new UFWDA family, and 4x4 users. 
 
Please take the time to check out what we have on our MySpace page at: www.myspace.com/ufwda. 
 
If you have questions, please let me know at landuse@ufwda.org 
Todd Ockert 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In parallel with the survey included in the latest issue of UFWDA Voice, an online survey of 4x4 users     
is being run. This 2008 survey follows on from previous surveys, to provide data that UFWDA can use 
to improve its services and marketing. It is totally anonymous and responses are welcomed from 
around the world. The survey only runs until 31 March 2008. Please help us get that data. 
 
 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Tlkhxeo6gUEdX eTKGYgmuw_3d_3d  
 
 

 
 

 
Type UTV into any web search system and you will get multiple pages 
of references to Utility Terrain Vehicles, or as one link suggests...golf 
karts on steroids! 
 
Dedicated magazines now exist like www.sidexside.com  along with 
almost countless You-Tube videos. 
 
What we do see on those videos, are some people using these 4x4 
vehicles in a manner that will undoubtedly impact on the trails used by 
the existing four wheelers.  
 
Should UFWDA make moves to include this new group of 4x4 
recreation enthusiasts, so that we can reach them and work to ensure 

that their activities don’t further risk the present pressure on land access? 
 
Join the UFWDA forum at www.ufwda.org by registering with your real name and give your opinion. 

UFWDA Survey in progress 

UTV’s, are they in the UFWDA future? 



 
 
 
 
 

I hope that all made it safely through the holidays. UFWDA want to start the year increasing our 
membership. When we are on the trails and as we meet new people, introduce them to UFWDA. I 
plan on carrying a couple of membership applications, along with my copy of the Voice to show them. 
I know we all can make a difference.  
 
Our first FWD Awareness class this year on April 13th will be held the day after our Wheel-In that will 
be at Oak Ridge Estates, in VA. We will have a pre-registration form on the UFWDA forum 
www.ufwda.org/smf soon. Chris Tefke will be the instructor. Those who know Chris, can attest to the 
skill that he has for teaching.  
 
UFWDA have scheduled another on August 23rd, in Osh Kosh, Wisconsin.  This will be held at Castle 
Mount, near Lakewood. We will have all the info in the next Voice.  
 
We are working with Kalamazoo, Michigan, to have one around the first of June. We also hope to set 
one up out in the West later in the year. As we know the East gets a little cold as it gets later in the 
year.  
 
Watch for all the info and registration forms through UFWDA Voice and the UFWDA forum.  
Happy trails to all.  
 
Gene Ockert 
UFWDA VP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
www.re4x4.com.au 

 
Four wheeling indoors in Melbourne Australia 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The SEMA Spring Show www.semaspringexpo.com was held in Indianapolis, Indiana this year. It was a very 
successful show despite the decrease in size from Las Vegas to Indianapolis in the number of participants. There 
is a change in attitude among the business leaders in the Four Wheel Drive Industry. They are beginning to 
understand the necessity for supporting United Four Wheel Drive Associations and our efforts to save the trails. 
The attitude change was a big shift from the attitude in Las Vegas towards United Four Wheel Drive 
Associations. While the show in Las Vegas was a great success, I did all of the follow up and was not contacted 
by any of the businesses that we spoke with before I contacted them. I have already received several phone calls 
from industry leaders from the show in Indianapolis. The first day back to work, I was contacted by several 

UFWDA Awareness Program  
 

Bringing 4x4 excitement to the city 

SEMA Spring Show /SEMA OFFROAD February 8-9 
 



businesses requesting information and was approached at the show on how to get involved with United Four 
Wheel Drive Associations. This is a big change from the Las Vegas show and I look forward to future shows in 
Las Vegas continuing this new trend! 
 
Hummer www.hummer.com was next door to us at the show and we had several discussions about how 
Hummer corporate can get involved with United Four Wheel Drive Associations. I have been in negotiations 
with them for some time now and it was very beneficial for Hummer to be placed next to us. One of the things 
that we discussed was the opening of several dealerships in New Zealand and Australia 
www.hummeraustralia.com.au/ and what United Four Wheel Drive Associations can do to help them with the 
launch of those dealerships. It will be interesting to see what comes from that relationship. 
 
Lin Xia, who is an advertiser www.streamlineimport.com  with United Four Wheel Drive Associations, was 
also at the show. Lin won an award for his product at the SEMA show in Las Vegas this year and has a feature 
article about that award in the Q1 edition of the UFWDA Voice. United Four Wheel Drive Associations will be 
selling his product in the on-line store. It is a great product and I look forward to working with Lin in the future 
on business partnerships.  
Overall it was a very successful show. In this case the fact that the show was smaller worked out very well for 
United Four Wheel Drive Associations. The contacts made at this show in Indianapolis will hopefully be 
longtime members of United Four Wheel Drive Associations and work hard to help in the effort to save the 
trails!    
 
Marti Pugh 
UFWDA business 
 

 
 
 
 

Join us at the 1st. Stage which will take place at XICO Veracrúz where you can learn about the wonderful 
adventure, excitement, coffee smells and great hospitality of its people just 25 minutes from Jalapa from 29 
February 1 and March 2, 2008  
 
Reserve at Hotel headquarters at the earliest for a special price or the other option is to camp. For more 
information write campamping@4x4mex.com 
  
PREPARE TO LIVE BEYOND YOUR EMOTIONS (literal translation…Ed) 
 
Part of the 4x4 adventures that the Challenge Series CMEA RANCHO have prepared for you this year 2008, 
where you can have fun in the company of friends and family during the 4 Stages of the National Series 
www.4x4mex.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=90&Itemid=292  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social media present unique challenges and opportunities for communications. In such a dynamic and evolving 
environment, it is imperative to understand how to utilize each format effectively to deliver your message in a 
timely and impactful way. 
http://www.hightech-pr.com/prn/2008_01_21/find_out_more.html    (Easier to understand than the above words…Ed) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mexican Challenge Series 

Video tutorials on Search Engine Optimization, Soci al Bookmarking and 
RSS. 
 



 
 
NOW www.now.org.za   
I am relieved to say that the NOW representatives, together with the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 
(DEAT) and Grant Thornton (GT) have had the last workshop on the proposed Self Regulating Strategy (SRS) in January. It 
is now a matter of wrapping up final proposals and the strategy will be ready to hand over to the Minister. As soon as all is 
done the SRS will be published and we will let you know. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL/ COMMUNITY PROJECT 
During the latter part of 2007, the AAWDC launched an initiative to get volunteers together that would assist in getting an 
AAWDC Environmental / Community project up and running. It is also an initiative to bring various clubs and their members 
together in a worthy cause. We have received nothing less than 20 volunteers and it looks like it would become an excellent 
project in the future!! Thanks to all those volunteers. 
Unfortunately Alan Goodway, who volunteered to lead the Focus Group, pulled out in the beginning of 2008. Leon Zaayman, 
our Vice Chairman, is now taking it further and he will call the group together soon, to plan the road ahead. We are anxiously 
waiting to hear from this group! 
 
Jakob Jordaan 
AAWDC-SA president 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBSCRIBE NOW OR FOREVER LOSE OUT!!!!! FREE DOWNLOA DS FOR LIFE 
 
"The Web" is changing the world - and 4x4 off-road junkies are moving along with it, their adventure 
horizons broadened by a new, wild world of information. 
  
"There's more information than ever before available on the Internet today for off-road adventurers, and the best 
of it is here in our own country," says author/film-maker/map-maker and off-road adventure guru Andrew St 
Pierre White, whose newly expanded information website – www.4xForum.com  - is claimed as the first of its 
kind in the world. 
  
The 4xForum site opened in 1996, became an overnight success, and has since gone through a series of 
extensive upgrades, every time packed with more information and ideas to satisfy the hunger of a growing 
audience of 4x4 enthusiasts. Today, says St Pierre White, it has an unparalleled storehouse of information - 
maps, adventure travel films and videos, how-to and where-to programmes. It's also evolved into a virtual travel 
accessory marketplace.  And the marvel is that much of the information is virtually free. 
 
St Pierre White explains how the new upgraded site works. “To begin with, site visitors can lap up hundreds of 
pages with thousands of topics without even having to register. The next level is to register and become a forum 
user, sharing your opinions on the forum. The third level is to subscribe. This is where a fee is charged. 
 
A 4xforum.com subscriber has free access to: 

·  Video downloads of 4x4 and adventure travel video programs. There are already over 16 shows; over 
10 hours and growing. 

·  Free PDF downloads of Southern Africa best range of maps for adventure travellers: InfoMaps. Already 
over 16 countries and regions.  

·  Travel tools including packing lists, conversion calculators and more to come. 
·  St.Pierre White’s very latest 320-page, full colour 4x4 guide book, in PDF format. 
·  Close to half price on all DVDs, books and paper and GPS maps. One could easily save the cost of the 

subscription at a single sitting! 
 
The address is www.4xforum.com  If you are interested in 4x4 or anything connected with it, take a look. 
Subscriptions are R230 for one year or R460 for a lifetime subscription. But even if you don’t subscribe and take 
advantage of what strikes me as an excellent deal, there is so much info on the site, it could keep you out of 
your 4x4’s driving seat for weeks and then send you into the wilderness for much, much longer. 
 

From the AAWDC-SA Jan 2008 e-News  
 

4X4 VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY ON THE WEB  
 



HOW? 
Log onto www.4xforum.com and hit the 'click here for more info' button. \ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://ufwda.org/pdfs/sweatshirt_flyer.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 - 3 months – 05 May to 02 August 2008 
Masazane Expeditions have successfully completed four (4) trans-Africa expeditions from RSA to Europe with 
clients...!!! Another of these amazing expeditions is on offer again this year... We already have our minimum 
number of adventurers so the expedition will definitely be run... There is some more place if anyone is 
interested.  Why not join us in our vehicle... we drive and you sit back and enjoy the scenery... 
 
We have a few interested in doing a return expediti on - basically mid-August to mid-November 2008. 
The return expedition will be a Cairo to Camp Afric a so if you are interested please let us know 
immediately so that we can see if we have enough ad venturers.  Please note that due to the various 
logistics, self-drivers will be very difficult to a ccommodate on the south-bound expedition so people 
should consider joining us in our vehicles...!! 
 
Complete self-sufficiency is the rule for this entire expedition due to the lack of ablution facilities, water and fuel. 
Please note that this is a participatory expedition where kitchen (cooking, etc.) duties will be shared!! 
 
You know you want to join us... so go on...JUST DO IT...!!  Dave and Jacqui van Graan 
MASAZANE EXPEDITIONS 
PO Box 3357, Makhado, 0920, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRIC A (RSA) 
www.masazane.co.za  
 

 
 
 
 
 

www.ufwda.org/memberapps/wheel_in_2008.php 
 

Details on www.ufwda.org 
 
 
 
 

 
It was decided last year we would go back to having clues for Four Wheelin’ with Feelin’ for the March of Dimes.  It 
seems that the previous year, folks really missed them and our committee was ready to do it again.  But before we started 
writing clues we needed a route.  Our first work weekend was the middle of May and we felt quite successful since we 
found some new routes that would make the event more interesting.  We even had time to actually put together a tentative 

 

WHAT WOULD LIFE BE WITHOUT DREAMS...??  
TRANS-AFRICA 2008 

UFWDA Hoodies and Sweatshirts available 

Register On-line for the UFWDA Wheel-In 

DID YOU SAY A TORNADO?  
 



route tying in the old trails with the new found ones for what we called the South run which was the part on National Forest 
land.  This gave me an opportunity to submit a proposed route to the Forester for review and approval.     
 
With a very heavy summer ahead of all of us we did not have another work weekend until August and the Forester did not 
give us full approval and wanted to meet with us.  As it turned out, he was really wondering how we were able to GPS 

some of the route we were proposing until in meeting with us he found out that we 
did this in May.  Apparently there was a very nasty tornado that went through 
some of the new area we found and most of it was not going to be cleared except 
the part that was the snowmobile trail.  He wasn’t sure that would get done in 
time, but was going to make a real effort to make that happen.  We had a hard time 
believing that our really neat close trail with lots of turns etc. that was discovered 
was really gone and maybe with a bit of clearing we could still use it.  So we 
proceeded to take the South route again and when we got to the new section we 
got in quite far, but then it abruptly stopped with trees twisted and down and just a 
real mess.  It was definitely unrealistic to think that we could clear a path through 
this area not only because of the immense amount of downed trees but how 
dangerous it would be with all the twisted trees ready to be slingshots.  We then 
checked on the snowmobile trail section and found that it was at least a mile and a 
half of downed trees.  So we proceeded to make an alternate route on gravel roads 
around the area with high hopes that the snowmobile route would be open in time 
for the rally and we wouldn’t have to use that alternate.  The Forester was ready 
and willing to approve both ways depending on what was available and we had 
that part set.  The Forester also questioned one of the new trails we found that was 
not closed by the tornado.  He apparently didn’t know that the trail existed and 
questioned that we may have made a new trail.  We definitely had not done that 
and you could tell it had been there for some time! 

 
The Northern part of the route was on private forest land that we thought we had a pretty good handle on the trails.  As it 
turned out there had been enough logging occurring on the property that many old trails were gone and new trails were now 
in existence.  So again we started piecing old and new together, doing some trail cleaning and eventually were ready with a 
north route with some real good alternate challenge in a few places.  Clues were written and the committee was up to their 
usual shenanigans throughout the route set up that kept everyone ready to interject some real good clues. 
 
By the time we came to the guinea pig weekend where we have some folks test the clues who hadn’t previously worked it 
we found the snowmobile route open so went with Plan A clues.  Again a few more trees had fallen onto the trail and so we 
were clearing the route again.  Now we also had another worry because it was quite dry and we sure were hoping for a bit 
of rain before the rally! 
 
The Friday of the rally we tested the route one last time and again found some more trees down to clear out.  That’s one of 
the aftermath problems with a tornado.  Trees that were somewhat down and just hanging there come down later and keep 
blocking trails.   
 
We were just about done with the final testing of the northern route when the skies just absolutely broke loose.  We were 
outside of our vehicles fixing a problem with the route and we got quite wet just running back to our vehicles.  We had one 
crew out checking out one of the challenging spots and it was all they could do to get out of the area.  It was amazing to see 
the water that all of a sudden was rushing down around us and into the ditching area next to us.  I guess it proves be careful 
what you ask for. 
 
By the time we got back, we found very little rain had occurred there at the campgrounds—the road was pretty much dry.  
However, that night it rained quite a bit and the question became as to whether we really could let folks out on the route.  
Not because the participants couldn’t get through, but concern of damaging the trails.   
 
We postponed letting anyone go out on the route for an hour while we had scouts go check out the route.  What was found 
was that the rains were very spotty and that it was essentially dry in most of the areas of the Southern route which was the 
first part of the rally.  So we let the rally start.  However, after letting out a couple of dozen vehicles the rain just dropped 
out of the sky and the lightning was all around us.  We stopped letting anyone else out not only for concern for the trails, 
but the lightning was pretty stupendous.  I started calling our various checkpoint folks on the South route and they were 
completely dry or “had just a little drizzle”.  So when the rain slowed down and the lightning stopped we started letting 
folks out again.  We had an alternate plan ready to go even half way through the South route if the rains started coming 



down, but never had to use it.  It was dry enough that in one of the areas, the participants even met up with a hayride on the 
trail.   
  
After we had everyone started, I had scouts check out the Northern part of the route just to find that that area had gotten a 
lot of the same rain we had at the campgrounds and headquarters.  It was OK to run but not usable for rally route so we 
timed folks in when they came in from the southern route rather than have them do the northern route also.  It sure was an 
opportune year to have the route split up as we did between a northern and southern route!! 
 
People again came in really having fun out on the route!!  There were many comments about the beautiful fall colors that 
were out there that they don’t get to appreciate when we have the rally earlier like we have done for several years.  We 
called the cleared snowmobile route “Tornado Alley” and folks came back quite impressed driving through the awesome 
effects of a tornado!  Of course, some of our checkpoints were again up to no good, with some gag games that were played 
by the participants before given the checkpoint card marked or getting a poker card.   
 
The participants also definitely appreciated having the clues back 
even though they give us such a hard time about them. We now know 
what we thought we knew all along and that is that they really like 
the clues.  Now for you folks who don’t know what we mean by 
clues—in order to make your way through the rally route you have to 
read clues such as “hot water for tea” which would mean take a left 
(hot water is the left faucet) at the T. One participant came up to me 
and said, “you really made my daughter happy”!  I questioned what 
he meant by that since pleasing a teenager can be quite difficult and 
he said, “you had the clues again!”  
 
That evening we had a program with this year recognizing all the 
main ladies involved in the rally.  We had 14 roses to hand out and one gal was a bit shy to come up so her husband was 
more than willing to ham it up with all the ladies!  For each $100 pledged to the March of Dimes and handed in that day a 
person received a ticket for a chance towards the winch donated by WARN Industries.  The look and reaction of pure 
delight and excitement when the winner’s name was called was something I wish we could have captured on camera—
WARN would have absolutely loved it!!  Also for our internal raffle we had for our main prize a fantastic Pro Smoker’n 
Roaster Grill.  This was a majorly big prize for such a raffle and we have PS Seasoning and Jeff & Shelly Steinhorst to 
thank for this donation!  After the program there was a DJ on hand to entertain those that stayed around to party and party 
they did!   
 
We also again had our own special story that touches one of our Four Wheeling family.  This year it was a pair of twins that 
were born 13 weeks early weighing in at 2 lbs.7 oz., and 2 lbs. 15 oz.  The babies, of course, weren’t there but their story 
was told both in the program and posters.  It happened that also one of our participants actually was their nurse when in the 
hospital, which just shows how small this world is! 
    
We can’t overlook the landowners that make this happen and that is the Chequamegon/Nicolet National Forest, McCaslin 
Mountain Campgrounds and Dumke Forest Products.  We also have a great committee that spends many hours putting this 
together.  Then there are all the faithful donors that come through with all the prizes to the point that everyone gets at least 
one prize primarily due to Swiss Colony of Monroe.  We have many folks that work the day of the event that are also 
needed to make this work.  And then there are the participants and several of the workers who come with pledges to raise 

money for the March of Dimes.  THANK YOU, THANK YOU 
THANK YOU to all of you!     
 
End results, even with all the tricks Mother Nature pulled on us, 
we were able to have a successful rally with very little impact on 
the trails and we raised just about $20,000 for the March of 
Dimes with 85 vehicles participating  
 
So, I guess for the 30th Annual Four Wheelin’ with Feelin’ for 
the March of Dimes Rally in 2008 we will strive to have the 
rally in early October and have clues.  However, we can do 
without any more heavy rains or tornados as we did last year!! 
 
 Luana Schneider 

 



 
 
www.csmonitor.com/2008/0123/p09s01-coop.html 
 
An excellent article in an influential publication! 
 

 
 
 
 

Transport for London has confirmed that from 27 October, drivers of high-emission vehicles into central London 
will have to pay a £25 charge each day, while cars qualifying for Band B tax (those emitting less than 120g/km 
of carbon dioxide) can enter the city for free.  
 
Cars liable for the £25 charge are those in tax band G (226g/km or more) as well as those registered before 
March 2001 which have engines larger than 3,000cc. The charge will affect a number of large luxury saloons, 
high-performance sports cars and big MPVs, plus large SUVs, 4x4s and double-cab pick-ups. As a further 
disincentive to own such vehicles, the 90% discount for residents within the charging zone will also be removed. 

 
www.channel4.com/4car/news/news-story.jsp?news_id=1 7047 

 

The large number of exemptions may not last, either: mayoral aides have already told the London Evening 
Standard: 'We would be able to bring in a Band B charge of £4 very quickly if we need to.'  
 
The 100% discount scheme for alternative-fuel cars (such as LPG-fuelled vehicles and hybrids which do not 
meet the 120g/km criteria) is also to end for newly-registered cars; this will be phased out in January 2010 for 
cars already on the road.  
 
The NHS reimbursement programme will also be revised: patients travelling to hospitals by car will only be 
reimbursed £8, not the full £25 if they are in Band G vehicles.  
 
Lorries and heavier vans will be liable for a reduced £6 charge if they meet the Euro 5 emissions standards.  

Transport for London estimates that the majority of cars travelling within the congestion charge zone will be 
unaffected by the changes, as the current £8-a-day charge will continue to apply. The charge will remain 
imposed Monday-Friday (excluding Bank Holidays) between 7am and 6pm.  
 
The revisions to the charging scheme are expected to bring in £30-£50m extra for Transport for London this 
year; TfL says that it will spend much of this money on new walking and cycling initiatives, including a large fleet 
of bikes for hire in the city centre.  
 
London Mayor Ken Livingstone said: 'Nobody needs to damage the environment by driving a gas-guzzling 
Chelsea tractor in central London. The C02 emissions from the most high-powered 4x4s and sports cars can be 
up to four times as great as the least-polluting cars.'  
 
Critics, however, have pointed out that the new scheme could actually increase congestion, with more people 
buying and running exempt Band B cars. Some commuters, for example, may buy a small runaround for daily 
use but retain their larger vehicle for use at weekends and leaving the city, thus also contributing to parking 
problems in their local areas.  

 

 
 
 

www.fwdvictoria.org.au/enews0802.pdf 

Don't judge me by the size of my tires 
 

London Entry Charges Rise 

Four Wheel Drive Victoria e-news 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract from the Southern Africa ‘Drive Out’ magazi ne  
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The deadline for contributions to UFWDA e-News is the 10th of each month. 
 
Send materials to e-news@ufwda.org 
 
The next UFWDA Voice deadline is 15 March  2008 
Send materials to editor@ufwda.org 
 

 
 
To use materials from UFWDA e-News, please acknowledge the source. 
UFWDA e-News is collated from many sources and may not represent nor constitute endorsement by UFWDA Inc. 
Copyright United Four Wheel Drive Associations 2007 


