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The North East Association of Four Wheel Drive Clubs was a marvellous host and threw a great party 
for UFWDA.   
 
The meeting was held in Manchester, NH at the Best Western Inn & Conference Center. Arriving by 
air was a smooth ride. The hotel shuttle made transportation from the airport convenient with the 
added bonus of being free.   
 
The Friday night banquet food was excellent and winning tons of raffle prizes made dinner especially 
enjoyable. Just ask Patti Guptill, delegate from Indiana Four Wheel Drive Association, the winner of 
the Superwinch synthetic rope winch!!  After waiting patiently through dozens of raffle prizes and not 
having won a thing, the last drawing for the winch brought her a great reward for her patience.   

The annual UFWDA convention and annual meeting is 
over and by all accounts was well organized and well 
run. Congratulations to Wayne Groom on being re-
elected to the role of President. The only changes to 
the Board of Directors (BOD) are Paul Hittie as 
Treasurer and Tom Sumner as Director of Membership. 
 
Thanks to Carla Boucher for compiling some notes 
during her flight home, for UFWDA e-News. 
 
There is a lot of work ahead for UFWDA to rebuild its 
membership base and the strengths of a good financial 
state that will allow the full use of the capabilities that 
UFWDA already has. 
 
Despite the problems with various international 
economies, there are still a huge number of 4x4 
vehicles that will continue to be used for recreation.  If 
the four wheel drive community step back at this time 
from advocating for public land access, we will find that 
in a few years that the wilderness proponents have 
closed out a whole array of outdoor activities. 
 
It is likely that it will need more than simply membership 
fees to fund UFWDA and commercial support will be 
vital, along with a philosophy that encourages financial 
donations to UFWDA.  The future needs UFWDA. 
 
Peter Vahry 
UFWDA international vice-president 
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The business meeting was very informative and was the perfect opportunity for UFWDA to respond to 
membership needs and refocus for the upcoming 12 month period. The delegates, as they historically 
have, served their organizations and UFWDA excellently. The meeting gave the delegates an 
opportunity to bring forward their ideas for a better UFWDA and a chance to see precisely how to 
unify membership and fulfill the needs of enthusiast worldwide through UFWDA.  
 
A productive discussion was undertaken regarding new promotional approaches for UFWDA, 
including a list of talking points to arm delegates with UFWDA benefits and services, ideas about 
methods for conducting raffles to raise funds as well as promote membership, and a process to 
engage 4x4 motor vehicle dealers to promote UFWDA membership to those new buyers who are our 
target customers.    
 
The issue was raised about how effective the Voice is in grabbing readers’ attention.  UFWDA 
systematically reviews content each edition and particular attention will be paid to this subject with the 
upcoming edition of the Voice.  
 
New and returning members of the Board of Directors were voted in at this year’s meeting as well.  
The 2008/2009 board members are:  
 
President:  *Wayne Groom (Ontario, Canada) 
Vice President:  Gene Ockert (Nevada) 
International Vice President:  *Peter Vahry (New Zealand) 
Treasurer:  #Paul Hittie (Michigan) 
Dir. Of Environmental Affairs:  Todd Ockert 
Dir. Of Public Relations:  Frank McConnell 
Dir. Of Membership:  *Tom Sumner 
 
* denotes elected this meeting 2008    
# denotes newly appointed  
 
The meeting came to an exciting conclusion at Friday evening’s award banquet with two special 
events – the announcement of this year’s UFWDA award winners and a presentation from award 
winning 4x4 truck racer Curt Leduc. 
 
The 2008 Four Wheeler of the Year Award was bestowed upon Bob Boland, a UFWDA member 
through Central Ontario Four Wheel Drive Club. 
 
The 2008 Web Award belongs to New Zealand Four Wheel Drive Association.   
 
The 2008 Newsletter Award was presented for Montana Four Wheel Drive Association.  
 
 Carla Boucher, Attorney 
Executive Director, UFWDA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After seven years in the making and three attempts in the Arizona Legislature the last three 
years, Governor Janet Napolitano signed legislation into law that created a new license fee 
for off-highway vehicles June 26. 
www.eacourier.com/articles/2008/07/02/news/doc486a8bbe98dca308522167.txt 
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Northern Territory 4WD 
clubs are having an 
“absolutely brilliant” time 
now the tropical wet 
season has ended. As 
the flood waters 
gradually ebb, members 
have started on their 
early dry season events, 
with the Toyota Land 
Cruiser Club visiting the 
massive eastern Kakadu 
waterfalls where the 
plateau drains over the 
escarpment. Trips are 
being undertaken across 
the lowlands as well by 
other clubs, entering a 
freshly greened 
landscape with plenty of 
challenging areas to 
visit.  
In this area the Top End 
Four Wheel Drive club visited a private property west of the Daly River Crossing. The club travelled to 
the Daly River causeway, on sealed roads from Darwin. After crossing the causeway, they headed 
further out on a reasonably graded road, and some distance down, turned off and to the 4WDing 
section. Along the 
way, we stopped for 
lunch at a very 
picturesque lagoon, 
later travelling on 
through a waist deep 
creek crossing to a 
superb creek, where 
we camped and 
fished and had a 
great time. Day 2 we 
travelled to an old 
abandoned gold 
mine, and later 
another lagoon on 
the creek we were 
camped on. The 
4WD'ing was pretty 
tough, due to heavy 
wet season 
erosion, taking some 
3 hours to get to the 
mine site (approx 
15kms), blazing our 
own trail most of the way. Coming back was much quicker. Day 3 saw an FA18 pass over our 
campsite just after breakfast, as part of the Pitch Black defence force exercises. This aircraft went 
through the sound barrier over our campsite, with the result that everybody had to change their 
underwear. The sonic boom out here in the quiet of the bush was awesome. We then headed home. 
The round trip was approximately 760klm.  An absolutely brilliant weekend was had by all. 
 

July e-news from ANFWDC  


