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This edition seems to be mostly about four wheelers
work projects, to improve the 4x4 experience and the
environment.

As | headed out on another project to clean up a beach
today, it crossed my mind that there are likely to be
quite a few projects that may be restricted as the price
of fuel climbs steadily and limits the discretionary
dollars of those who get involved.

In the case of this particular beach, it is less than 50km
from the city of Auckland and 1.4 million people. There
is a strong environmental lobby who want vehicles
banned from driving on this beach which also happens
to be about 50 km long. That same group argues that
vehicles, while posing a risk to other beach users, are
also an environmental risk to marine mammals and
damage the plantings on the dunes. Sound familiar?

A quirk with this beach, is that it has few access points,
it is long and is prone to accumulate man-made rubbish
due to its proximity to the city and some significant
nearby harbors with strong tides. Rubbish can be
deposited on the beach by the winds and tides.

The same rubbish, when in the water, is blamed for the
deaths of sea birds and marine mammals like dolphin
and seals. The irony is, that to clean the beach and
reduce that quantity of stuff that might get back into the
water... people in 4x4’s are the most effective. The
‘preservationists’ hate to have to recognize that.

It's nice to know you are needed sometimes, even if it
will cost over 300 kilometres worth of fuel!

Peter Vahry

UFWDA international vice-president

New pressure on beach driving in Australia
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Beach driving is a recreational activity which delights and challenges our members, as well as many
amateur fishermen. Beach driving is permitted on several beaches along the north coast of New
South Wales and on Queensland’s Sunshine coast and Fraser Island as previously reported.



At a recent National Parks annual conference, a representative of our member Four Wheel Drive
NSW & ACT, presented a paper on beach driving. On concluding, he was flooded with questions of
concern by environmentalists about a recent television science show where the guest claimed that
four wheel drives were Kkilling the critters which live between the grains of sand on beaches in
Queensland. Our speaker was clearly set up and ambushed by those who would ban all driving on
beaches.

We are currently preparing a response for our representative, to the questions about the claims made
on the television show. As a follow up to the conference, our response will be tabled at the National
Parks regional committee level, before being distributed to all conference participants. Early work by
our team indicates that beach dynamics and geomorphology have not been adequately factored in
when assessing abundance of microfaunal populations on different beaches and the proper use of
control samples is being checked. Fortunately our membership includes a number of earth scientists
who are happy to lend a hand.

We are very concerned about this latest effort to use data collected somewhere else (in Queensland)
to justify further restrictions on our recreational activities in New South Wales. It is essential that we
provide a sound response and rebut the conclusions made on popular television, when it is likely that
a domino effect is being set up by those who oppose our use of four wheel drive vehicles on beaches
in both states. Our state members are keeping each other informed of efforts to protect our
recreational beach driving.

Rob Kelly

SPECIAL PRE-INVENTORY SALE!
FLEECE HOODIES AND CREW-NECKS
Purchase your favorite color(s) and help us
determine which c-l-rs to stock.

Crew Neck
SALE PRICE

$20.00*

REG. $24.00

*Add $2 for 2X & 32X LIM-
ITED TO SIZES
AND COLORS IN STOCK.
FOR THIS SALE ONLY.
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$25.00*

*Add $2 for 2X & 3X. LIM-
ITED TO SIZES
AND COLORS IN STOCK
FOR THIS SALE ONLY.
SHIPPING ADDITIONAL

Birch Forrest Yellow Névy Khaki
HURRY! - SALE ENDS JUNE 30TH, 2008

LOTS OF SIZES IN THESE COLORS AVAILABLE NOW AT INTRODUCTORY SAVINGS!
For in-stock questions e-mail ufwdaoffice@centurytel.net or call 1-800-438-3932

(Logos and other images for illustrative purposes only. Logos are professionally printed on left chest and full back areas in color)

Over 800 forum members

Late in May 2008 the UFWDA community forum hit the 800 member mark with the registration of a
new delegate from the NZFWDA, Max Wheatley. The UFWDA forum provides an easy and quick way
of communicating. Check it out at www.ufwda.org/smf/ and if you do register, remember that correct
names are the protocol for this forum.










Another excuse for four wheeling

Four Wheelers plant trees at Maratoto

A pilot planting of Kauri and Kahikatea saplings was undertaken by Auckland 4WD Club members on
8 June at Maratoto in the lower Coromandel Ranges, on Department of Conservation managed land.

Once the home of huge Kauri trees, as
evidenced by the logging dams on the Tairua
River, that originates in the Maratoto hills,
there are now almost none and so, as a trial,
ten Kauri and five Kahikatea were planted in
selected areas. The trees were purchased
from approved stock and in consultation with
the Coromandel group, Kauri 2000.

A spokesman for the New Zealand Four Wheel
Drive Association, Peter Vahry, said “this is a
long term project that we believe will enhance
the environment and the experience of users of
the Maratoto 4WD trail. What better excuse for
a 4x4 trip into the Maratoto Valley than to go
and check the progress of the trees?”

It is anticipated that if the survival rate of the trees, in the face of poor soils and possums (an
Australian species rampant in NZ), is reasonable, then the project will be expanded in future years.

NZFWDA

BFGoodrich ® Tires Recognizes Blacktail/Wild Bill National Recr  eation
Trail as Part of the 2008 Outstanding Trails

Denis Snow- Off Road Adventures Magazine.

From left: John Ewert - Hill and Knowlton, Rob St. Clair - UFWDA, Joe Mazur - BFGoodrich, lvan
Carpenter - President Skyliners 4X4 Club

Visit the Outstanding Trails Web site at ~ www.bfgoodrichtires.com/outstandingtrails

National Trails Day, June 7", 2008 the Mission Valley Skyliners were joined by representatives from
B.F. Goodrich Tire Company, the Big Sky 4 Wheelers of Kalispell, the Montana 4X4 Association and



the United Four Wheel Drive Associations to honor the Blacktail/Wild Bill National Recreation Trail, as
one of five B.F. Goodrich Outstanding Trails for 2008.

Joe Mazur, B.F. Goodrich Light Truck Tire Brand Manager, along with John Ewert of Hill and
Knowlton ( B.F. Goodrich PR marketing firm) and Rob St. Clair, Past President of United Four Wheel
Drive Associations, an international organization, presented a grant check and plaque to Ivan
Carpenter, President of the Skyliners 4X4 Club for continued maintenance and construction of the trail
that the Skyliners, along with Big Sky 4 Wheelers of Kalispell have partnered with the U.S. Forest
Service, to maintain.

The Outstanding Trails Program that B.F. Goodrich has initiated, shows their continuing commitment
to enhancing motorized recreational access by supporting the 4X4 clubs that are doing the work on
the ground to keep these areas open and accessible.

The Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive Club’'s 10 " Annual Forest
Clean Up

Four Wheel Drive Enthusiasts Collaborating to Restore Our Forests

The Two Trackers Four-Wheel Drive
Club is a family oriented, trail riding
organization based out of Muskegon
County. Every year, the club holds a
number of trail rides, forest and trail
clean ups, and charitable events. This
year marks the 34" Anniversary for the
club, which was founded to:

Provide social, educational, and

recreational activities for its

membership;

Support and participate in civic

activities for the betterment of

the community; and

Promote conservation for the

betterment of the environment.

In support of these founding principles, the Two-Trackers began coordinating annual Earth Day
celebratory clean-up efforts on public lands in 1998, with the ultimate goal of being able to adopt and
conduct annual clean-ups on all of the Manistee National Forest. For the first few years, these clean-
up efforts remained comparatively small, with the primary area of focus being the public lands located
in eastern portion of Muskegon County. It didn't take long for them to realize that the amount of trash
being dumped in this one area was escalating annually, with the amount being dumped every year
surpassing the amount they were cleaning up.

The high volume of trash illegally dumped in this area has demanded their presence to remain in the
southern portion of the Manistee National Forest. Their designated “adopted” lands reside in Blue
Lake, Cedar Creek, Holton, and Dalton Townships of Muskegon County (for a total of 12,250 acres of
public land). The following is representative of how this event has grown over just the past few years:

1999: 40 cubic yards of trash, 50 tires, 1,000 pounds of shingles, 2 junk vehicles;

2000: 30 cubic yards of trash, 50 tires;

2001: 30 cubic yards of trash, 150 tires;

2002: 60 cubic yards of trash, 200 tires;

2003: 90 cubic yards of trash, 350 tires; 15,000 pounds of shingles;

2004: 90 cubic yards of trash, 250 tires, 15,000 pounds of shingles; 1 junk vehicle

2005: 120 cubic yards of trash, 325 tires, 15,000 pounds of shingles;

2006: 90 cubic yards of trash, 380 tires, 15,000 pounds of shingles, 24 gallons of waste oil;
2007: 100 cubic yards of trash, 50,000 pounds of shingles, 675 tires, 165 gallons of waste oil;
and

2008: 100 cubic yards of trash, 645 tires, 14,000 pounds of shingles, 35 gallons of waste oil.



Generating numbers of this magnitude has required that the Two-Trackers Club coordinate with other
four-wheel drive clubs from around the State of Michigan. Doing this has required substantial planning
and implementation efforts. The efforts associated with this include: identifying the dump sites in need
of cleaning, establishing a date for clean-up, getting the word out to group members and the general
public, coordinating dumpster drop sites, and anticipating the needs for the preparation of food and
beverages. On the established date of the clean up, the volunteers establish the clean-up groups, the
routes they will take, and where they will drop the trash. Once the trash is collected, the volunteers
sort it by type and recycle that which can be.

To help support their efforts, the Two-Trackers Four-Wheel Drive Club have been active participants
in the Michigan Coalition for Clean Forests’ Adopt-A-Forest Program. The Adopt-A-Forest Program is
a collaborative effort between the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, the United States
Forest Service, and volunteer groups
and individuals. The Adopt-a-Forest
program goals are: prevention
through education, law enforcement,
and improved legal recycling and
disposal options. The program
encourages volunteers to clean up
existing trash and to function as an
"army" of educators. In some
instances, the program provides
financial assistance for the disposal
of illegally dumped trash on public
land. This funding is provided through
a grant provided by the State of
Michigan. For their on-going efforts,
the Two-Trackers Club members not
only serve as volunteers for clean-up
efforts occurring on federal lands, but
they also coordinated the efforts of
members from other four-wheel drive enthusiasts. While the State of Michigan has provided some
funding for the purchase of dumpsters to properly dispose of the refuse that was collected in the past,
this year the group was able to secure donations from local businesses to cover these costs. They
also secured donations to provide the necessary safety equipment to accomplish the clean-up (i.e.
gloves, bags, etc.) The volunteer group members provided all other costs necessary to complete this
project. This has included the vehicles, equipment, fuel, and food.

As a result of these efforts, the Two-Trackers were nominated for, and received, the Presidential
Volunteer Service Award: Gold Level (1,000+ hours) this year. This award is meant to serve as a way
to thank and honor Americans who, by their demonstrated commitment and example, inspire others to
engage in volunteer service.

The National Forest Service brought out a fire truck for
the kids, as well as sending 2 people to work, a PR
person from the head office, and Les Russell - the
Baldwin District Ranger. They presented the Two
Trackers with the Gold Level (Highest) Presidential
Volunteer Award that came with a gorgeous plaque and
a letter from President Bush. They also presented an
official Forest Service edition Leatherman to me for
acting as lead coordinator over the last decade. Baldwin
Interdisciplinary Team Leader, Christopher Frederick,
even took the time to sit down and compose a beautiful
poem titled "The Volunteer Spirit of the Forest" just for
the event.



The DNR sent out both of the COs who work the project area. | thought that it was an especially nice
gesture considering it was supposed to be Mr. Simpson's day off!

Grand Rapids auto dealerships Harvey Hummer, Kool Toyota, and VanAndel Flikema Jeep donated
four 2008 vehicles with company supplied drivers so that the Two Trackers could chauffer the
following political representatives around the project area and increase awareness of the efforts:

Geoff Hansen - State Representative 100th District

Mary Valentine - State Representative 91st District

David Farhat - President Muskegon Chapter Pheasants Forever, Former State Representative 91st
District

Jan Kutnz - Republican Party Senator Van VanWoerkom's Office

Charles Buzzell - Muskegon County Commissioner District 2

Marvin Engle - Muskegon County Commissioner District 5

Don Studaven - Blue Lake Township Supervisor

Marion Knash - Blue Lake Township Assessor

Kate Kremmel - Cedar Creek Township Zoning Administrator

Sharon Ackerman - Cedar Creek Township Treasurer

Jim Muston - Cedar Creek Township Supervisor

Kate Salm - Forest Service Public Relations Officer

Less Russell - Forest Service Baldwin District Ranger

Chris Fredericks - Forest Service Baldwin District Interdisciplinary Team Leader
Kathy Bietau - Forest Service Baldwin Trails Coordinator

Chris Pearson - Peterson's Off Road Magazine Reporter

The Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive Club is looking forward to another decade of community service.

Pat Brower

Update on the Cape Hatteras National Seashore

http://islandfreepress.org/2008Archives/06.11.2008-
LegislationSeeksToNullifyConsentDecreeAndReinstatelnterimPlanOnORVUse.html|

Proposed legislation introduced in Congress to regulate beach driving on the Outer Banks would set
aside a court settlement that now governs access along parts of the beach.

"EXPERIENCE AFRICA" JUNE 2008

http://www.graphicmail.com/9324




Connecticut closures take away Pain Hill

As many of you may already be aware, Pain Hill and Breakneck are now closed.
This brings up a few points.

First: As responsible 4WD enthusiasts, we should be open with the authorities and we shouldn't really
be wheeling anywhere unless we are pretty damned sure that it's legal. That means checking with the



local authorities to find out if a road is still indeed an open road, or if those state forest roads you're
driving on are indeed still open state forest roads.

Second: Even when we are as responsible as we can be and even when certain authorities say we
are A OK, there will be people higher up who feel that our activities aren't "conducive with state forest
ideals" and simply close an area. Or, say the area has been closed for years and that the ranger/unit
manager in that area was turning the other cheek to our activities.

Third: There is no communication between the many arms of the CT DEP.
Fourth: The CT DEP has no qualms about breaking/ignoring the law themselves.

OK. What happened at Pain Hill and Breakneck and why are they closed. (Get ready, this might get
long)

About 20 years ago, we were shown the area known as Breakneck Pond. Some real nice 6 rated
roads. Three roads actually, Breakneck Hill Road, Cat Rocks Rd and Snow Sled Rd. These are state
forest roads, not town roads. They lie completely within a state forest boundary. From my research
and prior knowledge, | was able to find minimal information on state forest roads. What | did find
stated that these state forest roads may be considered service roads and open if not posted as closed
or blocked or gated. In pouring over old maps, from the 1930's, those roads existed as town roads
with different names. Once the state purchased the properties and took over as a state forest, the
roads, which had been abandoned, became part of the state forest property. These roads are not
under the same laws that govern regular public town or state highways. They can be closed at will,
without any public input, hearings, etc.

Ok, back to the story: We, the 4WD community, albeit rather small back then, used those roads, with
ranger Jim Kane's permission and knowledge. We did several clean ups there as well, one time
pulling something like 6 junk vehicles from the woods. We were told by Jim that the powers that be
within the state were having second thoughts about us using the roads and they were thinking about
gating them. Jim said he would have no issue allowing us in though. Then a situation happened out
there with an individual club that turned the eyes of the region on the area. 15+ vehicles and people
got "stranded" out there right after a massive snow storm. This news hit all the papers and even the
TV stations. With this kind of publicity, Jim said he would have to ask us not to use those roads but
had a whole series of roads nearby that we could use instead. Paine Hill Rd and Bear Den Rd and a
couple of other surrounding state forest roads. He showed us through them.

Jim Kane leaves the position and Marilyn Aarastaad takes over the position. In wanting to make sure
everything is still good, we ask for assurance that we're still legal. She send us maps of what we can
drive and can't drive. It matches what we had been doing for the last several years.
We run for many years up to about a year ago. not many clubs use the area as the roads are pretty
tame, probably 4 on a 1-10 scale.

In the last 5 years, Capitol Jeep has held a charity ride and we have used Pain Hill area for part of the
ride. Each year, a simple check into Marilyn would make sure everything was OK before the ride took
place. There was never a need for any permits as these are state forest roads and as long as you're
registered and insured... just like on any other state road, you're covered. One doesn't need a permit
for ten trucks to drive down rte 5 or across rte 80. That is what | was also just told when calling again
this year. Also, Marilyn retired and new person, Dean Hyde, took her place. He owns a Jeep and is
totally into motorized use. In speaking to Dean, we discuss the Breakneck roads and doing a clean up
etc. He is very excited. He speaks to his superior, Mike Reed who asks for me to contact him. | do
and explain exactly what it is we do. He is also excited at the relationship we can have and how we
can all benefit.

Unfortunately, Mike is the Eastern Region Manager (pretty much from RTE 91 in CT east) and he
needs to report to others in Hartford about activities taking place in the forests. Of course, he's
excited. Of course, everyone he tells is not. They have assumptions about what we do, and they won't
listen to the truth, their assumptions are correct, not what we tell them or show them.
Also, at the same point in time, a landowner contacts us and says that one of section of Bear Den Rd
is private and has been for the last 50 years (funny how no signs have ever been posted to that effect
and how there has never been a problem until now.) he is angry that the state has allowed this use
and contacts the state yelling about the abuses.



This happens a day before the Capitol Jeep ride. Both Dean and Mike assure me that we will have no
problems using the Breakneck roads or the Pain Hill roads. The event goes off w/o a hitch.

At that point the National Trails Day clean up is coming up in just a couple of weeks, Sat. June 7th. |
make pretty much final preparations with Dean as to where we will dump the large items, the trash
bags and even the junk cars that we'll be pulling.

On Thurs, June 5th, | get a couple of posts from people stating they know people who have recently
been ticketed up on Pain Hill road and that the enforcement officer stated that the reason it was now
closed was due to E4W and Capitol Jeep not getting proper permits to use the area. | immediately get
on the horn to Dean and Mike. They both explain that they just became aware of the tickets being
handed out and that the state is changing how they handle things and how people in the field will
have much less input as to how their forests are used and operated. They apologize that there is very
little they can do as the order to ticket people didn't come from them but from Hartford and through
enforcement. They suggest canceling the clean up.

So, now | call Sgt. Mike Enrite who is in charge of that area of the state, enforcement division. He tells
me that he is only aware of ATVs getting ticketed out on the roads but it was his impression that roads
have been closed for years. | explain to him everything that has taken place over the last 20 years
and he reiterates the fact that the state is changing and the field personnel will have less to do with
most of the decisions affecting their forests. He also tells me that his guys most probably aren't going
to ticket anyone on the roads. If someone is off the roads doing something stupid, they will be
ticketed. That doesn't sound very assuring though.

The state general statues show plenty of laws that say that ATV riders have several places to go and
that the state shall designate areas for ATV use. There are all sorts of laws RE ATV registration and
where one can or can't ride them. (As an aside, there is NO PLACE to legally ride ATVs in CT,
despite the 22 year old law that says the state shall designate areas)
There are reams of laws that pertain to trucks and how they can or can't be operated on any kind of
legal "highway".

Highway defined as: (37) "Highway" includes any state or other public highway, road, street, avenue,
alley, driveway, parkway or place, under the control of the state or any political subdivision of the
state, dedicated, appropriated or opened to public travel or other use."

There are all sorts of laws within the state forest section of the general statutes that speak to how
parks and forests can be used for hunting, fishing, logging, hiking, camping, fires, etc. How, and
where ATVs can be used. Even an entire section on enduros.

There is nothing that goes into our use specifically but there are two sections that speak to the use of
registered, insured motor vehicles in state forests and on forest roads.
>From the DEP's own SOPs: Section 23-4-1 (I) Trails and roads

.(1) Trails are open to non-motorized, multiple use activities unless posted closed.
Use of any trailb, road or path posted as closed by the Department of
Environmental Protection is prohibited.

(2) Use of Connecticut Blue-Blazed Trails and the National Park Service
Appalachian  Trail crossing state property shall be limited to hiking except
where  Department of Environmental Protection blazed trails  supporting  other
uses coincide.

(3) Public roadways in state parks and forests are open to registered motor
vehicles as defined in 14-1 of the Connecticut General Statutes and other nonmotorized
multiple uses unless posted closed.

(4) Service, logging and other roads closed to public use by motor vehicles are
open to non-motorized multiple use activities unless posted closed.

>From Section 23-4-2: (d) Motor vehicles, use restricted.



Motor  vehicles, including motorcycles  and motorized bicycles, are restricted
to operating on roads, parking lots, campsites and other areas posted for such,
except as authorized by the Department of Environmental Protection. The use
of all other motor  vehicles, except  motorized  wheelchairs, is prohibited,
except as authorized by the Department of Environmental Protection.

In reading those, it would seem that we are pretty good shape. The roads are even on the state's own
forest maps, listed as roads, with no statements about them not being open to the public.
Here's the problem. The state can close "forest roads" whenever they want to. They are not "public”
per say, they are considered service roads and only open if they are not posted, gated or blocked. So
there is no need for public hearings or anything of that kind in order for the DEP to close these roads.

The CT DEP has many people in its higher ranks who feel that motorized use is not conducive with
state forest ideals. They are anti-access. When word got to them that certain unit managers of theirs
were allowing registered and insured 4WD vehicle use of forest roads, that were not posted closed, all
they had to do was post them as closed.

These roads have not changed in the 20+ years | have been driving them. Have users strayed from
the roads in places? Yes. all users. Hikers who don't want to walk through mud have cut off the roads
and into the trees. Followed by bikers, followed by OHMs and ATVs and eventually, it appears as
though there is another road/trail.

Generally, responsible users will stay on the correct road. The DEP is claiming this illegal use, abuse,
and dumping etc as the reasons they are now posting and closing these roads. What we know and
have tried to explain is the fact that by closing the roads to responsible drivers, the irresponsible
people are still going to go and dump trash, washing machines etc and still drive where they aren't
supposed to. Closing the roads will do nothing to stop the problems.

As the Commissioner of the DEP is an appointed/hired position, not one voted in by the people, the
only person who sits higher is the Governor. Knowing full well that our letters to the commissioner
would prove useless, as her personal feelings espouse those of no motorized access, we chose to
write to the Governor.

So far, | have been copied on at least 40 letters written to Governor Jodi Rell. We have all rec'd a
response back from the Gov's office. A fairly canned letter, stating that our concerns were being
forwarded to the Commissioner of the DEP. | quickly explained in a second letter that the reason we
were writing to Gov Rell was due to the Commissioner's actions being based on personal feeling not
scientific fact or logic. | requested a meeting with the Governor and have been told that | am now on
the "scheduling schedule". Which has fairly broad meaning. In essence, | am on a waiting list, based
on priority and time available.

David Brill

Land Use Chair: East Coast 4WD Assoc

.V.Chair/Land Use Chr. Region D/Northeast of EC4AWDA
President, Eastern 4 Wheelers
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Blue Ribbon Coalition
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Brilliant Signs & Grafix

Guilford, CT
Muriwai Beach clean-up

On Sunday 15 June, 40 4x4’s loaded with families and many with trailers, met at Muriwai Beach for
the annual beach clean-up. Muriwai Beach is about 50 kilometres from central Auckland and is a
popular beach for fishing, land yachting, trail bikes and 4x4’s. It has however been a target for
environmentalists wanting to eliminate vehicle use. They also worry about items that birds and sea



mammals might ingest and want the shoreline cleared of stuff like plastics etc. Strangely enough, the
most effective method is to use 4x4’s. We did not have the help of a single beach advocate, it was
entirely 4x4 club’s who did the job. This year we even had two trucks, one a relatively new one with a
tipping body, but the other a 1960’s forward control Land Rover.

There was 40 kilometres of beach to clear and with it divided into 5 km sectors, the teams soon had a
fair assortment of rubbish collected. Among the items removed was a vehicle wreck that the seas had
reduced to a flat rusty shell. It was dragged along and then off the beach to await collection with the
other assorted rubbish.

Peter Vahry
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