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100% of SWFWDA member clubs maintaining membership in UFWDA.

A Board Advisory Committee report was presented at the Southwest Four Wheel Drive Association's Winter
Quarterly Meeting held at Las Cruces, NM on Saturday February 25th regarding membership options in United
Four Wheel Drive Associations. Homer Van Zandt, SWFWDA Delegate to UFWDA, made the presentation.

While it was recognized that several options (some less costly) were available to this association and its
member clubs, Delegates in attendance at this meeting voted unanimously to continue Full Membership in
United. That is, 100% of all members in 100% of member clubs maintaining membership in UFWDA.

Best Regards,

Bob Norton
2nd SWFWDA Delegate to United



Your Legislative Advocate and Attorney Working for You

February and March have brought about new challenges to our four wheel drive access across the country.

* | was fortunate to have been connected to several multiple-use organizations in Virginia through their
relationship with the BlueRibbon Coalition (BRC). BRC’s Executive Director Greg Mumm introduced me to the
folks at Ontario Hardwoods so we might work together with both organizations to address Virginia's Petition for
rulemaking for the protection of Roadless Areas. Virginia was the first state to petition the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) under the new Roadless Area Conservation Rule. The rule, finalized last fall, gives state
governors until November 2006 to petition the USDA to begin rulemaking in their state to modify current
roadless area management. The Virginia petition was issued by former governor Mark Warner (D) and
requested rulemaking that would put in place road construction and re-construction (maintenance) prohibitions
identical to the Clinton-era Roadless Rule restrictions which a federal district court stuck down.

It was a pleasure to work with Ontario Hardwoods and BRC and Virginia's newly elected governor, Tim Kaine
(D). The governor’s staff met with us in late February to discuss our interest in Roadless Area management and
to hear our concerns about the original petition issued by former governor Warner. We requested that the
petition be withdrawn, or in the alternative be amended to more accurately reflect the state of Roadless Area
protection in Virginia’'s 2 national forests. Ontario Hardwoods did a fabulous job of articulating for the Governor
the forest health needs in Virginia and the dangers road construction, road re-construction, and timber harvest
will have on Roadless Areas. | pointed out to the Governor that Virginian's account for 1.1 million of the nation’s
OHYV users, contributing over $1 billion a year to Virginia's economy from expenditures directly relating to our
recreation.

Our work is on-going with Virginia.

* | then worked with the Colorado Association of 4 Wheel Drive Clubs, Inc. and the Colorado Off Highway
Vehicle Coalition by providing comments to the Colorado Governor's Task Force regarding Roadless Area
Conservation in Colorado’s 11 national forests. UFWDA submitted formal comments to the task force in early
March. All 11 forests are managed with forest plans that currently provide adequate protection of Roadless
Areas. | pointed out to the Colorado task force that the Forest Service estimates only 1 mile of road
construction per year per forest in Roadless Areas in Colorado. | urged the task force make a recommendation
to the governor that he refrain from petitioning USDA for additional Roadless Area rulemaking.

* UFWDA provided formal comments on a project in Arizona’s Coconino National Forest regarding special use
permit requirements for causal use at popular wheeling areas in the Sedona area of AZ. The proposed project
seemingly related to permits for outfitters and guides, an area that traditionally would not affect club or individual
permit requirements. However, this project blurred current Forest Service permit requirements for commercial,
non-commercial, group use, and club events. In fact, the most egregious aspect of the project is the proposal to
require non-fee permits to be obtained by “private non-commercial motor vehicle” users. UFWDA opposes all
permit regulations which limit the number of vehicles based on carrying capacity. UFWDA outlined the legal
inadequacies of the proposed action as well as formulating additional components for the alternatives to be
studied as part of this on-going project and environmental analysis.

* UFWDA has also been working with DaimlerChrysler (DCX), Jeep Division, to amend its insurance program
which they launched with their partners at Mopar Parts and AIG Insurance. AIG Insurance has denied
automobile insurance to many four wheel drive Jeep enthusiasts because the owners (a) have more than one
uninsured vehicle (parts vehicles or restored vehicles that are uninsured), (b) own a CJ, whether insured
currently or not, and (c) have ever owned a CJ, even if not currently the owner. DCX, Jeep Division, has been
very receptive and cooperative about working through this problem.

* UFWDA also signed a joint letter to the Uncompahgre Field Office of the Bureau of Land Management in
Colorado, requesting the agency deny a petition from several environmental groups. Their petition requested
closure of OHV areas in Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area and in other areas in Southwestern
Colorado. Our letter was developed through coordination of UFWDA, Colorado Association of 4 Wheel Drive
Clubs, Inc., Colorado Off Highway Vehicle Coalition, and BlueRibbon Coalition.



* | have several other pending projects including rendering assistance to a state four wheel drive association to
gain access to state-managed lands traditionally closed to motorized uses and assisting an individual member
re-open a closed road in a national forest by providing counseling for the content of future Freedom of
Information Act Requests.

* UFWDA is involved in several on-going law suits as well as other pending projects. The lawsuits include
Bluewater Network et al. v. United States Department of the Interior (National Park Service) and the states of
California, Oregon, New Mexico, and numerous environmental organization v. United States Department of
Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service).

Carla Boucher.

Tierra del Sol Desert Safari 2006

For 44 years, the southern California desert has been home to the Tierra del Sol Desert Safari, hosted by the
Tierra del Sol 4 Wheel Drive Club of San Diego. From a humble start with just under 200 participants 44 years
ago, Desert Safari has grown to more that 1500 registered vehicles with a small vendor show as an added
attraction.

Desert Safari 2006 featured 72 on-site vendors displaying a variety of products for the 4x4 enthusiast. The
desert location also provided ample opportunity for participants to test their driving skill and vehicle capabilities.
In recent years, the Tierra del Sol club has used Desert Safari proceeds to support education, legal, and
legislative issues that promote 4x4 recreation. Each year over $30,000 is donated to local, state, and national
organizations to promote continued responsible motorized recreation. Organizations such as BlueRibbon
Coalition, California Off Highway Vehicle Coalition, California Association of 4 Wheel Drive Clubs, San Diego
Off Road Coalition, United Four Wheel Drive Associations, and other recreation groups have received
donations. Each year, extra funds are raised through contributions from participants that are turned over to
support lawsuits trying to keep recreation areas open. During the Saturday raffle, BlueRibbon Coalition was
presented with a check for $5,000. And, an additional $7,123 was raised to support access issues.

The future of this popular event is clouded with residential encroachment and potential change of land
ownership. Efforts are in progress to secure the area for future motorized recreation under the California State
Parks Ocotillo Wells State Vehicle Recreation Area. The continued use of the area for motorized recreation has
its supporters and opponents. While the future is cloudy, members of Tierra del Sol are looking forward to
hosting Desert Safari for many years to come.

John Stewart

Picture (left to right) Ron Kwait, TDS President, Del Albright, BRC, John Stewart, UFWDA, Staci Albright, BRC.



AM | A WIMP?

lan Lacey looks at the wisdom, or otherwise of travelling alone in the remote Australian outback.

Is it just me? Am | too cautious? Or am | just a wimp? | really have to question these aspects of my character
after an epic 4000 km remote 4WD trip through some of Australia’s most hostile deserts travelling in a group of
five vehicles. | came across several solo travellers, in the most remote locations, and | wondered why | felt the
need for company while they enjoyed their independence.

The Australian outback is a beautiful and enticing place, but it has hidden dangers. Soft sand and deep
washouts that will trap your vehicle. Extreme weather that will disable and isolate you. Not to mention the
venomous snakes and spiders and sadly the increasing numbers of wild dog packs that can threaten your very
life.

| did it this way. — | determined where | wanted to go and set about researching the track information, food and
fuel availability, points of interest, likely hazards, permit requirements, etc. Pretty normal stuff and I'm sure many
solo travellers do the same.

The itinerary included most of Len Beadell's tracks between Coober Pedy and Rudall River National Park. The
Anne Beadell, Connie Sue, the Hunt Oil Road up to the Gunbarrel, along the Gary to Windy Corner then the
Tallawana Track across the Canning and into Rudall. The return trip from Telfer would give me the opportunity
to travel the Gary Junction Road, and had | been granted a permit, the Sandy Blight Road to Docker River.

All remote and rough tracks and some of them infrequently travelled.

I quickly determined that | would be foolhardy to tackle the trip alone and invited a small group of like-minded
friends. We met and planned our food and fuel requirements and agreed an itinerary that set an easy pace,
around 160 km a day, allowing us plenty of time to really see the country and yet still cover the route in four
weeks.

We had two HF radios for communication with VKS737 and two IPIRBS in case of a real emergency. We
agreed a list of spares, tools and shared equipment, including a serious first aid kit that would do a remote
community proud, to minimise vehicle loads yet provide security and comfort. We left an itinerary with our
families with emergency contact details and arranged to call home via HF radio. It was a very structured and
carefully planned trip that we would only change if local conditions demanded it.

It was great holiday and we all had a ball - so why do | doubt my strategy (and character)?

It was simply the number of single vehicles we encountered in very remote areas, without long distance
communication or any obvious plan for emergencies. One young couple with two young children we met about
500 km West of Coober Pedy only had UHF radio communication. Another senior couple a little further West
were similarly ill-equipped and when | asked them nicely what they would do in the case of a breakdown or
medical emergency in such a remote location their answer was simply that they had travelled in many such
remote areas and never had a problem. As they drove off it was noticed that their hubs were not locked!

So am | being over-cautious in travelling with other vehicles? Should | just head off alone wherever my whim
takes me and to hell with the consequences? What a sense of freedom and independence it conjures up!

After returning home | spoke with another lone traveller who | have no doubt did all the research and was well
equipped and who had covered many of the tracks that | had and | asked about his plan for emergencies. He
had no HF radio but he did have an EPIRB. This, he explained, was for life threatening emergencies only. For
other more simple breakdowns or strandings, well, they had food and water for several days and could wait for
someone to come along and help.

HEY! They could be waiting for my group! - well prepared and equipped and who could call for assistance and
organise, or perhaps supply, spares and repairs or recovery, just by giving up two or three days of their holiday
and probably re-routing the rest of their trip.

And let's look at what an EPIRB can do for you in a life-threatening situation. Say you're at Windy Corner, about
two days from any community and more like three or four days from emergency medical help by road. Your
vehicle falls off the jack and lands on your leg. So you set off the EPIRB and wait for search aircraft to appear.
In about an hour your signal has been detected and your location pinpointed. Another three hours and an
aircraft appears and sights you but you can’'t communicate with it except by waving madly. There’'s nowhere
nearby for it to land to confirm your condition so it drops some water and food — which you already have anyway
—and flies off. If it can locate a nearby ground party it might drop a note asking them to attend, and they might -
if you're lucky. Forget helicopters. If one was available from a mining or exploration company and could be



dispatched in time with a medical team you're probably well out of flight range. The Laverton police might be
able to get to you in about a week. They’re out on patrol down South on the Connie Sue.

But don’'t worry, we’ll come along in a day or two, radio for assistance, lift your vehicle, offer first aid and
transport you to the nearest community or closest airstrip where the RFDS (Flying Doctor Service) will be
waiting. You've probably only lost a bit of time and possibly your left leg. Just get yourself an automatic and you
can be off by yourself again — ah the independence of solo travelling!

Footnote: On the Tallawana Track just 9 km West of the Georgia Bore, we came across the abandoned vehicle
of another couple of solo travellers who, earlier this year, paid the supreme price for their independence. They
probably thought they were well prepared too.

It was a chilling confirmation of my strategy.

lan Lacey

"Dunes stay off-limits to off-roaders™

(Riverside Press-Enterprise, 3/15/06)

"A federal judge Tuesday struck down a plan by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management to allow off-roading once
more on large sections of desert sand dunes closed six years ago to protect a plant threatened with extinction.
U.S. District Court Judge Susan lliston, in her long-awaited ruling, sides with the Sierra Club and other
environmental groups in saying the bureau violated the Endangered Species Act and other federal laws in
proposing to open four areas of the Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area to dune buggies and other all-terrain
vehicles."

(Free registration required.)

http://www.pe.com/localnews/inland/stories/PE_News Local D dunes15.13116650.html

RELATED: "Closed dunes to stay closed" (Yuma Sun, 3/14/06)

"In what environmentalists are calling a huge victory for public lands, a federal judge's ruling on Tuesday will
keep a temporarily closed 49,000 acre portion of the Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area closed to off-road
vehicles."

http://sun.yumasun.com/artman/publish/articles/story 22966.php

FOREST SERVICE TO MAKE ITS SPECIAL USE PROGRAM MORE BUSINESSLIKE AND
CUSTOMER-SERVICE ORIENTED

USDA FOREST SERVICE NEWS RELEASE
Release No. FS-0610
Contact: Press Office, (202) 205-1134

New rule implements direction by Congress to enhance administration of special uses on national forests and
grasslands

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21, 2006 - The U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service today announced a new
rule governing fees for new and existing special use permits on national forests and grasslands-to bring the
program more in line with good business practices and provide a higher level of customer service to applicants
and permit holders.

"The Forest Service receives about 6,000 applications each year requesting special use permits, which has
resulted in a significant backlog of new applications as well as existing permits requiring renewal or
modification," said Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth. "The framework established in this rule will provide the
agency with additional resources to deliver more timely reviews and evaluations for applicants and holders."

The Forest Service is modifying the fee structure for processing special use permits based on Congressional
direction to develop a program to improve administration of the agency's special use program. Under the new



rule, the Forest Service will collect fees from some permit applicants to recover the costs of processing and
administering special use authorizations consistent with recommendations made by the General Accountability
Office.

Applications for routine recreation uses requiring 50 hours or less to process will not be charged a processing
fee. More complex applications will be assessed a fee based on the estimated number of hours that agency
personnel typically spend in conducting activities directly related to processing the application and monitoring
compliance with the permit. All fees will remain with the local office where they are collected and can only be
used for processing applications and monitoring authorizations.

The new rule calls for the agency to process all routine applications (50 hours or less to complete and monitor)
within 60 days. It also requires the agency to provide applicants with a time-line for completing more complex
applications.

There are currently approximately 74,000 special use permits in effect on national forests and grasslands
allowing a variety of activities.

For more information on the new rule, visit www.fs.fed.us.

THANKS A MILLION CARLA!

Folks:

I would like to take this opportunity to give a very heart felt thanks to Carla Boucher for the guidance she
provided to me while | was putting together the paperwork to form the Arizona Land Action Fund, Inc. (AzLAF,
Inc.). Although she could not give me advice for here in Arizona, she did provide me with clues and suggestions
as to where to look for information. Without this guidance, | am sure that | would have been several months and
have take several tries at getting the incorporation papers submitted to the Arizona Corporation Commission in
Phoenix. The papers were submitted to the Commission office in Phoenix on February 21, 2006. Now the long
process of waiting has begun.

Long story short, THANKS A MILLION CARLA!

Regards to all,
Don Hicks
AzLAF, Inc. Administrator & ASA4WDC Delegate to United.

COLORADO ROADLESS AREAS 101

This is a short dissertation on the roadless areas situation and what you need to do to get involved.

The roadless areas resolution is one of two very important issues now facing motorized recreation; the other is
the OHV Rule. You and your club members need to get involved in both decisions; it will seriously effect your
motorized recreation on public lands.

There are 16,242,000 acres of National Forest lands in Colorado. There are 3,269,000 acres of Inventoried
Roadless Areas (IRA). Of the 3.2 million acres only 11,000 acres (2000 in Pike-San Isabel and 9,000 in
Arapahoe) meet the criteria of the 1964 Wilderness Act to be considered for Wilderness.

First of all, the name roadless area is a misnomer. There are roads in roadless areas; they are the ones we
drive on. The forest service system roads have a maintenance level assigned to them when they are classified
as a system road, i.e., FSR 100, level 2. There are 5 levels of system road maintenance, 1-5. Here are the NFS
descriptions. | have edited them to a simpler explanation. Emphasis added by me.

Road Maintenance Level 1 : Assigned to intermittent service roads during the time they are
closed to vehicular traffic . However, while being maintained at level 1, they are closed to
vehicular traffic, but may be open and suitable for nonmotorized uses. (They are also used as

NFS administrative roads.)



Road Maintenance Level 2 : Assigned to roads open for use by high clearance vehicles . Log
haul may occur at this level.

Road Maintenance Level 3 : Assigned to roads open and maintained for travel by a prudent
driver in a standard passenger car. User comfort and convenience are not considered priorities.
Some roads may be fully surfaced with either native or processed material.

Road Maintenance Level 4 : Assigned to roads that provide a moderate degree of user comfort
and convenience at moderate travel speeds. Most roads are double lane and aggregate
surfaced.

Road Maintenance Level 5 : Assigned to roads that provide a high degree of user comfort and
convenience.

As you can see, level 2 roads are the 4 Wheel Drive roads. However, there are NO level 3, 4, or 5 roads in the
roadless areas. For maps of roadless areas, go to http:/roadless.fs.fed.us/. These maps do not have any roads,
rivers, etc on them but you may be able to identify the roadless area. In which it is located. | am currently trying
to find NFS maps that identify all the Colorado roadless areas, but . ... ... well, this is the government, you
know.

ACTION: If any 4WD roads you and your club members use, DO NOT have a forest service designation (FSR),
you need to GPS this road and EACH club member should write a letter to the task force indicating this heavily
used 4WD road is in a roadless area and you want the task force to release this area from the IRA status to be
managed by the USFS.

If any 4WD roads that you and your club members use DO have a forest service designation (FSR) and In an
IRA, do the same as above. Don't take for granted that just because it is a FSR that it will remain in the system.

I will have specific comments available later for you to use in your comment letters. Keep checking our web site,
www.hightrails.org.

HISTORY:

Roadless areas came from RARE | and Il inventories in the 70’s and were required to be a minimum of 5000
contiguous acres or abutted to a national forest and are the initial phase of being recommended for Wilderness
designation or a Wilderness Study Area (WSA's).

Governor Owens created a Roadless Areas Task Force to obtain public comments on the future management
of these lands. So far the task force has held meeting in Grand Junction, Durango, Pueblo and Denver. Go to
the Colorado Department of Natural Resources, http://www.dnr.state.co.us and click on “roadless areas review”
for more information.

The remaining task force meetings are: (meeting places and times are not yet set)
Steamboat Springs, May 18, 2006:

Routt National Forest
Monte Vista, June 7, 2006:

Rio Grande National Forest
Glenwood Springs, June 21, 2006: White River

The task force will hold another public comment meeting on the Western Slope to discuss the GMUG this spring
or summer prior to deliberating on it.

You may send your comment letters on any forest to:

The Keystone Center
ATTN: Roadless Areas Review
1628 Sts. John Road
Keystone, CO 80435

I would recommend you send a copy of your letter to Governor Bill Owens, 136 State Capital, Denver, CO
80203-1792.



The task force will present their findings to Governor Owens on September 12, 2006. The state's report to the
National Roadless Advisory Committee is due November 13, 2006. This committee then provides advice and
recommendations to the Secretary of Agriculture within 90 days of receipt. The Secretary is to respond to the
state's petition within 18 months of receipt (The deadline would be June of 2008).

Time is of the essence: get your comment letters in - or prepare to get locked out of your favorite riding/driving
recreation areas!!

Gene W. King, CoA4WDCI Land Use Chairman

"Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it whether it exists or not, diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying
the wrong remedy." - Ernest John Pickstone Benn

The Best 4 Wheeling in Downtown Toronto.

For 12 of the last 13 years, the Canadian International Auto Show has maintained as a feature a 4x4
demonstration track. Every year this feature has been built, manned and managed by the members of the
Central Ontario 4x4 Club. The concept of the track has been to allow patrons of the show to have a brief
experience of responsible four wheeling while allowing the manufacturers an opportunity to showcase their
product in a venue not normally available. The first 10 years the feature was open to any manufacturer who was
interested in participating, with the last two years being a Toyota exclusive.

Essentially the track works as follows; a show patron would sign up and schedule a time with the vehicle of their
choice with the appropriate manufacturer and meet one of our Club members in an underground loading area of
the buildings where the show was hosted. The patron would drive out to the track do one circuit with the club
member being coach and tutor while demonstrating the proper use of the four wheel drive system including low
range and all the while promoting the benefits of responsible organized recreation. The track consists of a series
of obstacles designed to show the vehicle dynamics. A simulated ditch crossing, a series of railway ties,
crossing of telephone poles, large rocks, off cambers and a steep hill climb and descent. (This year 2 people
bailed at the top of the hill as they would not drive the downside).

The 4x4 Track has also been the introduction point for new product in Canada. First was the Hummer (H1)
where the club worked closely with representatives of AM General and later local dealers. Also the Land Rover
Defender 90 figured prominently and the past year the new Toyota FJ Cruiser was unveiled. Stephan Beatty,
Managing Director of Toyota Canada, introduced the vehicle to me as one that was designed in the U.S. and
built in Japan to truly address the needs of those keen to take the road seldom travelled.

| found the vehicle to be very comfortable around town (it was about a 5 mile jaunt for gas runs) as well as able
to easily transverse the more difficult sections of our track where Four-Runners and Tacomas could get hung
up. Finished in high quality materials (no carpeting thank you) with real transfer case shifter on the floor (no
buttons or dials thanks) the vehicle performed flawlessly in the 385 runs taken over a ten day period. The
response from the public was tremendous as the vehicle was typically booked 4 hours ahead. One dealer from
outside of Toronto came down to test the vehicle after a customer of his phoned and ordered one immediately
after his test run. Another dealer from Buffalo New York also made the trip especially to look and try out this
new vehicle. The price point of this vehicle makes it worth a look and | look forward to seeing it out on the trail. |
think that they've done a great job on this and it is probably one of the best "out of the box 4x4s" you can buy.

Wayne Groom

RSS FEEDS

A few months back we brought up in the e-News, the subject of RSS feeds. | just wanted to follow on with a
quick note pointing out the websites that are showing the RSS feed on their websites. The passion and support
for UFWDA is growing. Check out these sites for others who are interested in what UFWDA is doing. Besides,
sometimes it's just fun to search around on the network and see what other organizations are doing and who is
supporting and showing off their stuff...



Long Island Off Road : http://www.ec4wda.org/LIOR/LandUse/landuse.html

Illinois Four Wheel Drive Associations : http://www.ilfwda.org/GH ShowFeed.asp?FeedID=1
Erika's Zone : http://www.erikaszone.com/

Purdue Off Road Club : http://porc.purdue.org/News/topic=11.html

Montana 4x4 Association : http://m4x4a.org/

Middle Atlantic Four Wheel Drive Association  : http://www.mafwda.org/

Colorado Association Of 4 Wheel Drive Clubs: http://www.hightrails.org

That's 7 sites | found using Google that are using - about 5 minutes worth of work. UFWDA is growing it's
presence.. with Articles in Crawl Magazine (A UFWDA Supporting Business) and more media work coming
UFWDA is putting it's name back on the map. Play around and see what you can find.

Enjoy the web!

Shawn Pagan

“Bonkers and spiteful” in the UK (18/02/2006)

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/main.jhtml?view=DETAILS&grid=&xml=/motoring/2006/02/18/mfnerc18.xml

A Bill currently before Parliament will make it illegal to use a motor vehicle to get to many outdoor pursuits and
even to some rural properties, warns Mark Williams

Lembit Opik had it about right when he said, "This Bill is like a big duffel-bag filled with lots of unconnected bits
and pieces which various lobbying organisations have portrayed as the Government's view, and which may well
have terrible consequences for other citizens."

The Liberal Democrat MP was bemoaning the effects of the Natural Environment and Rural Community Bill
(Nerc), and most specifically Clauses 61 and 62. These, quite literally, will change the face of rural England and
Wales forever, inasmuch as they will in effect end the right of vehicles to use the centuries-old network of
unsurfaced roads known as "green lanes".

AAWDC-SA Officers for 2006 www.aawdc.org.za

Chairman Leon Zaayman
Vice-Chairman Jakob Jordaan

PRO / Secretary Jacqui van Graan
Treasurer Neels van Antwerpen
Trustee Neville Marsh

Trustee Peter Claasen

Honorary President Danie de Villiers

State backs roadless rule

By EVE BYRON - Helena Independent Record, Staff Writer - 02/25/06

Montana joined the legal battle Friday over the Bush administration’s repeal of the 2001 Roadless Rule by filing
an “amicus brief” supporting reinstatement of the rule.

Last year, the states of California, Oregon, and New Mexico filed a lawsuit alleging the Bush administration
violated federal law by not studying the environmental impacts of repealing the Clinton Roadless Rule.
Washington State joined the lawsuit earlier this year.

In Friday’s brief, Montana Attorney General Mike McGrath and Maine’s Attorney General G. Steven Rowe write
that they support a motion by the four other states for summary judgment, meaning that they want a court to rule
now that the repeal of the Roadless Rule should be set aside. “Protected roadless areas serve as a primary
source of clean water for fish and for wildlife, as well as for sources for the water supplies for



our states’ cities and towns,” the attorneys general wrote in the legal filing. “Protection of roadless areas
provides habitat for threatened and endangered species as well as for big game species.”

In Montana, the five-week big game hunting season depends extensively upon the habitat security provided by
roadless areas, McGrath said, adding that the characteristics of roadless areas are “critical” for the quality of the
Montana’s open spaces.

Clinton issued the “Roadless Rule” just before leaving office in January 2001. It banned development and road
building on almost one-third of the nation’s 192 million acres of national forest land. While praised by
environmentalists, many of those in the timber industry criticized the rule.

President Bush repealed the rule last May and issued a new policy that requires states to devise management
plans for individual forests. In Montana, Gov. Brian Schweitzer has asked counties to put together ideas on
areas they would like to remain roadless, or where roads might be needed.

Montana has the third largest total area that had been protected by the Roadless Rule, with those lands
including about 6.4 million acres. McGrath notes that while Montana currently is working under the process
outlined by the Bush administration, “Montana is nonetheless concerned that the repeal of the Roadless Rule
leaves a vacuum in forest management and protection in Montana until its petition is acted upon. Montana is
also concerned with potentially inconsistent treatment among adjoining western states with inventoried roadless
areas.”

More generally, the brief states that Montana and Maine believe that the Roadless repeal lacks the level of
environmental analysis required under the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA), as well as the
amount of public participation necessary “for an action having such significant and national consequences.”

The lawsuit points out that prior to President Clinton instituting the Roadless Rule, the Forest Service held 400
public meetings nationwide, including 34 in Montana alone. Of the 17,500 citizens who participated in the
process in Montana, 11,600 favored even stronger roadless protections than what had been initially proposed.

In contrast, there was little if any public input into the rescision of the rule in 2005, the lawsuit notes.

“The final Roadless Rule thus responded to a clear majority of public comments ... by further strengthening
roadless area protections. In comparison, the Roadless Repeal is unsupported by any record reflecting
substantive agency analysis of the effect of the repeal ...,” the legal brief states. “The record relative to the
repeal consists of nothing more than talking points, public notices and press releases.”

Representatives of environmental and hunting/fishing conservation groups in Montana applauded McGrath's
entry into the legal fray over roadless areas.

“There’s just too much at risk to not defend this and to leave it open to a process that we don’t know how it's
going to work,” said John Gatchell, conservation director for the Montana Wilderness Association. “We
appreciate the attorney general weighing in on behalf of Montana and our families.”

Both Chris Marchion, president of the Montana Wildlife Federation and Bob Ekey with The Wilderness Society
noted, however, that it's disappointing the Bush administration is putting the public in a position where the fate
of roadless areas has to be litigated. “We spent a lot of time commenting on this already and getting it resolved,”
Marchion said.

And even the Forest Service noted that it had little intention of creating new roads in these areas anyway, Ekey
added. “When the Roadless Rule came out ... there wasn't really any point of contention,” Ekey said. “It really
wasn't an issue.”

Reporter Eve Byron can be reached at eve.byron@helenair.com

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MT_ROADLESBNDS MTOL-
?SITE=EMTHEL&SECTION=STATE&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT




Track Classification in Victoria, Australia

The Department of Sustainability and Parks Victoria in conjunction with the Association have now signed off on
the track classification program. Victorian FWD Tracks and Trails will now be identified by the international code
of green, blue and black. A green circle will indicate easiest, a blue square will indicate medium, a black
diamond will indicate difficult and a double black diamond will indicate very difficult. This code will now be
adopted in relation to all tracks and trails within Victoria and will become first apparent in the reviews being
undertaken at Bunyip and Wombat in the not to distant future and then to be rolled out into the high country of
Victoria. To that end the Bunyip track survey is being scheduled for the 18th and 19th of March 2006 and
information about participating in that survey can be obtained from the Association office and in particular from
Mr. Zac Powell. The Wombat tracks survey will be conducted on 29th and 30th April 2006 and again information
can be obtained from Mr. Powell. It is hoped that the track classification will start to appear on maps throughout
the state in the not too distant future and provide improved information to all.

OVERLAND CHALLENGE 2006 - OPEN FOR ENTRIES

"Explore the Zambezi River from its origin to its mouth" is the brief to this year's finalists of the Overland
Challenge. Based on the success of last year's final this one is going to be even more challenging and more
fun. The finalists will follow the 2700km long river, which is the 4th longest in Africa from its origin near
Mwinilunga on the DRC border to its mouth at Chindu on the coast of Mozambique. The adventurers will
endeavour to stick as close as possible to the routes of Dr. David Livingstone, who explored this route between
1849 and 1865. The finalists will also attempt to revisit and log as many of his discoveries as possible - some
better known than others. The route is a mental challenge to man and a physical challenge to machine - be
ready to experience life in no other way possible.

Use this once in a lifetime opportunity to be part of a truly unique event. Scenes are experienced, friendships
are built and unforgettable memories created. Do you have what it takes?
For further details or to enter the competition, go to www.OverlandChallenge.co.za

Remember to book for the 2006 Convention

Doubletree Hotel Oak Ridge
215 South lllinois Avenue, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, United States 37830
Tel: +1-865-481-2468 Fax: +1-865-481-2474

http://www.doubletree.com/en/dt/hotels/index.jhtml?ctyhocn=ORKDTDT

Promoting Organization, Southern Four Wheel Drive Association www.sfwda.org
info@sfwda.org

Land Use Conference July 15th

Official Rides at Windrock July 10th-11th
Unofficial Rides at Tellico July 15th-16"

Pt Mugu 4x4 Club presents check to UFWDA

The Pt Mugu 4x4 Club presented a check made out to UFWDA for the sum of $2,800.00 to John Stewart,
UFWDA'’s Enviromental Affairs Director during a visit he made to the Club in March. They were very
appreciative of the work done by Carla Boucher to get their event permit. -- John Stewart
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