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Thank goodness for some really positive reports from 
Australia to counter the seemingly continuous flow of 
restrictions and closures elsewhere.  
 
How the influence of fuel pricing is going to affect four 
wheeling generally is uncertain, but I’m seeing 
evidence here in New Zealand of people thinking hard 
about whether they can really afford to travel longer 
distances on a regular basis. No doubt this will increase 
4x4 traffic on areas close to urban centers. Increased 
use means a need to manage the environmental 
impacts which in turn usually requires money for 
addressing those impacts. The question is how much 
will we pay to enjoy our recreation? We either spend on 
fuel to get to more remote places or spend on access 
fees to avoid the high fuel costs! 
 
What we must continue to do though, is to keep fighting 
for the backcountry opportunities so that they are still 
there in the future. Again the only answer to that, is 
money to keep the legal teams functioning in a way that 
they can counter the onslaught of attacks on OHV 
recreation options. 
 
Certainly there is a strong place for the individual who 
chooses to make a stand and the capability of the 
internet can help turn those individuals into a large 
mass with possibilities of influencing opinions.   
 
I’m not sure that we will turn the tide of environmental 
doomsaying in the face of the money being generated 
by the climate change fever.  It has all the signs of the 
days when witches were burned at the stake and 
people were ostracized for suggesting that the Earth 
wasn’t flat! 
 
Peter Vahry 
UFWDA international vice-president 
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UFWDA Wheel-In at Oak Ridge Estate drew internet traffic too 



 
 
 
 
The first presentation of the 2008 BFG Outstanding Trails award was on May 10

th
 at Superstition 

Mountains, to the San Diego 4 Wheelers for their work there.  They put in countless hours mapping 
the many trails in the area in response to a need for archaeological work required to gain their permit 
for their Superstition Mountains event in January of every year. They researched funding options and 
finally were given funding by Imperial County for the archaeological survey that was a BLM condition 
for the right to use Superstition Mountains. 
. 
Imperial County recognizes the revenue that is generated by those who recreate in the Superstition 
Mountains, and other local recreational areas, that also includes Glamis Sand Dunes.  The economic 
impact to the county, with just the loss of Superstition Mountain would have been huge to say the 
least, and would have concentrated thousands of users at an all ready crowded Glamis Sand Dunes.  
The county supervisors are working with the BLM and federal government to keep lands open for the 
publics use.   
 
BFGoodrich acknowledged this with their first presentation of the 2008 year at Superstition Mountain. 
In attendance was Todd Ockert, of UFWDA, Gary Enterline of BFGoodrich, Nichole Cappitelli of Hill 
and Knowlton, Sean Holman of Four Wheeler Magazine and Bill Baker and film crew from Outdoor 
Channel.  
www.outdoorchannel.com/Off-RoadMotorsports.aspx 
 
 The Outdoor Channel filmed the trail ride and got most of the participants at one time or another 
during the day.  They also filmed the presentation and the raffle drawing at base camp for airing at a 
later date, sometime near Jan 2009.  I will provide info to our members when we get the more detail.  
The Outdoor Channel will be present for most of the BFG Outstanding Trials presentations and doing 
interviews at the presentations about what got their trail selected by BFG. 
www.bfgoodrichtires.com/bfgapp/index.jsp 
 
It was a fun day of playing on the rocks, and the sand at Superstition Mountains, and I am thankful to 
Richard Jackson of the San Diego 4 Wheelers for hosting me and taking care of the trails in the 
Superstition Mountains area.   
 
Todd Ockert  
UFWDA Director of Environmental Affairs 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In tropical Australia, there are no four seasons. Just the “Wet” from October to May and the rest of the 
year is the “Dry”.  
 
Stuart Van Eck, our Northern Territory Association President, reports that the clubs up there are 
becoming more active as the rain eases off and flood waters begin to recede. This provides for some 
exciting events and the annual Top End Four Wheel Drive Club’s Mudlark was a great event to be in 
or watch. The other clubs based in Darwin travelled south and reached Umbrawara Gorge south of 
Pine Creek (TLCCNT), Mary River (TE4WDC), Daly River (TLCCNT), and Mataranka Thermal Pools 
(TE4WDC). Stuart reports that all had a great time on these trips. He also reported that driving on 
aboriginal lands requires approval and TE4WDC were to attempt to get to one of the confluence 
points east of Katherine, on the first weekend of May, but after having been given approval by the 
Northern Land Council, the Club was at the last minute (day before) knocked back by the community, 
so it didn't eventuate. Stuart said that getting approval to run the expedition will be a priority for 
another attempt at a later date. 
 
Meanwhile Scott Crawford, Queensland Association President, reports on the successful running of 
the annual country meeting “Corroboree” of the Queensland clubs, which was held over the May long 
weekend at Pomona, Qld. Scott reports more than 500 people attended and 234 4WD sites used. 

BFG Outstanding Trails 2008, Superstition Mountains 

ANFWDC Report May 2008 
 



Pomona will be the site for the next Australian 4x4 Gathering in 2010. More details in future e-News 
as that event is developed. 
 
In New South Wales where we have four seasons, the autumn weather at Cooma provided the 
perfect location for the rally celebrating the 60

th
 Anniversary of the launch of the first Land Rover. The 

event was organised by the Land Rover Owners Clubs of Sydney & Victoria, the Land Rover Club of 
ACT and the Range Rover Club of Australia (NSW) Ltd. There were approximately 850 Land Rovers 
registered and a full four day event over the Easter weekend saw members competing in displays, 
doing local trips, talking Land Rovers, and attending the event dinner, which was a great success. 
Speakers at the dinner were Land Rover dignitaries from the USA, Britain & Australia. International 
entrants from the UK and NZ brought their vehicles to the event. An aerial photo shoot of the vehicles 
was managed by lining the vehicles up in long rows along an airfield, such was the size of the subject. 
The people of Cooma have a special link with Land Rover. These Land Rover vehicles were used as 
an important part in the development of the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric scheme during the 
1950s where the authority used more than 500 Land Rovers in its operations over very difficult 
country. The clubs revered this association and Cooma has been the location of Land Rover 
Anniversary rallies over the last two decades. The townsfolk once more welcomed the influx of so 
many rally participants to their town. 
 
The Biennial Australian 4x4 Gathering was also held over Easter, at Mitta Mitta in Victoria. The event 
was organised by a committee comprised of members of the following Victorian four wheel drive 
clubs: Toyota Landcruiser, Idlers, Nissan, Kyneton and the Bendigo Club. Michael Coldham, 
President of our Victorian Association, participated actively as a committee member. The Committee 
was able to utilise the staff of the Victorian Association office for many day to day business activities, 
which was greatly appreciated. 
Participants numbered around 400 with 160 vehicles attending. The event raised more than $9,000 
for the Royal Flying Doctor Service by running a raffle and an auction. Events included 4WD trips, 
workshops covering GPS use, Oziexplorer, digeridoo playing, HF Radio operation and prospecting. 
There was even a boil the billy (Aussie for boiling water in a can out in the bush) competition. 
 
Participants were fully catered for, seated in a large marquee. There was on-site entertainment, 
utilising local bush identities to spin yarns (tell stories). Those who did not join the daily 4WD trips had 
plenty to do visiting the surrounding towns and regional tourist destinations where local business 
people appreciated their patronage. Before the Gathering closed, it was agreed that the next 
gathering would be held in Queensland in 2010. 
 
The aims of the 4WD Gatherings are to give four wheel drivers a place to gather, to foster 4WD 
friendships, to enable users of the VKS 737 HF Radio Network to put faces to call signs, exchange 
trip information, to have no club, state, or national politics involved. The intention is to grow the 
gatherings over the years, organise subsequent event committees and hold a gathering every two 
years which is self funding, ensuring the gathering coincides with as many school or public holidays 
as possible, provides a good time for participants and raise money for nominated charities. Victorian 
President, Michael Coldham reports in Track Watch, the Victoria Association magazine, that all these 
aims were met. 
 
Rob Kelly 
ANFWDC president 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will host two public meetings this month to work with 
interested parties to develop a range of alternatives for long-term management of the Clear Creek 
Management Area (CCMA). 
  
The CCMA encompasses approximately 63,000 acres of public lands in southern San Benito and 
western Fresno counties. The alternatives developed will be analyzed in a resource management 
plan and environmental impact statement (RMP/EIS) for the area, according to Rick Cooper, BLM's 
Hollister field manager. 

BLM Seeks Public Input for Clear Creek Management Area 
Resource Management Plan (California) 
 



  
Both public meetings will take place from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Dates and locations are listed below:  
May 19, Veteran's Memorial Hall, 649 San Benito St., Hollister; and 
 
May 21, Martin Luther King Jr. Library Room 225, 150 E. San Fernando St., San Jose. 
  
These meetings are a continuation of the "scoping" period that began in September 2007. The public 
is encouraged to help BLM identify issues, concerns, and management actions to be incorporated into 
the draft RMP/EIS during these public meetings, and the remainder of the scoping period, which runs 
through June 21, 2008 
 
"Public health and safety from exposure to asbestos is a major concern," Cooper emphasized, noting 
that BLM issued an immediate temporary closure May 1 of 31,000 acres in the CCMA based on 
the findings issued the same day by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that the exposures 
measured by EPA for many recreational activities at CCMA are "above the EPA acceptable risk range 
of lifetime cancers."    www.ingear4x4.com 
 
EPA's CCMA Asbestos Exposure and Human Health Risk Assessment, available online at 
www.epa.gov/region09/toxic/noa/clearcreek also states that children "have greater risk than adults 
due to higher exposure measurements [and] are of special concern because their exposures occur 
earlier in their lives." 
  
Comments on long-term management alternatives for the CCMA should be sent to the BLM Hollister 
Field Office, 20 Hamilton Court, Hollister, Calif. 95023; fax: 831-630-5055; or e-mail, 
cahormp@ca.blm.gov. For further information contact Sky Murphy, BLM Hollister Field Office, 
environmental planning specialist, (831) 630-5039. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cal4 just wrapped up their annual Molina Ghost run in the Clear Creek Management Area of Central 
California.  This event has been running continuously for over 20 years now.  Most of the participants 
arrived on Friday for the normal runs on Saturday.  Those early and with lockers, have the chance to 
run the Friday night Ghost run through the hills of Clear Creek in the dark.  There were about 40 rigs 
that took this run for the night time adventure of Molina at night. 
 
Saturday arrived with nice weather that would end in the mid 80’s.  The group 1 headed out around 
8:15, as this is the hardest run of the event.  Group 2 left base camp around 9:00, led by Todd Ockert, 
UFWDA Director of Environmental Affairs.  This is a stock friendly run, with a few tough obstacles 
thrown in for fun for those feeling adventurous.  I actually had very few stock vehicles though on this 
run.  Many of the vehicles were well setup, but with new drivers who wanted to get their feet wet 
driving, and if there was an obstacle that they could play on to increase their confidence level, they 
would.   
 
I had two rigs turn around right away on the trail.  One was having carburettor issues, and the other 
was a brand new FJ Cruiser that did not want to scratch the new vehicle.  Molina is also known for the 
Manzanita that will leave some very nice pin stripping on your vehicle.  We offer that free here, and at 
some events, you have to pay for that option. 
   
The trails started off by climbing up the hill towards Goat Mountain, and around the area there.  We 
found our first obstacle where everyone made it but two.  Lockers are not required on this run, but 
they help on this obstacle because of the rocks, and soft dirt.  We kept going along the trails here and 
end up at a big hill with many rocks and soft dirt on the trail.  This hill only looks daunting, as it is 
actually an easy climb to the top.  You just let your 4x4 crawl along and not get impatient with wanting 
to get to the top quickly.  Shortly after this we stopped for lunch in an open play area with a nice 
ravine that you can flex your Jeep out in if you so desire.  We finished off the run with a nice climb up 
past the rock garden to watch some of the well setup rigs play. 
 
We made it back to camp with no broken rigs, and everyone in tow.  All we had left now was the 
dinner, and the raffle.  The local Lock & Low club puts on a good dinner of Tri-Tip and all the fixings.  

California Association of Four Wheel Drive Clubs  
Molina Ghost Run 
 



You usually end up with more then you can eat with these guys and gals serving dinner.  They did not 
let the group of hungry wheelers down, even though this was the biggest crowd in years.  After 
everyone was fed, they moved into the raffle, and the top prizes included a set of tires from BFG, and 
a winch from Warn.  Two lucky people walked away with these very nice prizes.  They had many 
other prizes too, that also included three, $100.00 off gift certificates from Ultimate Air, a UFWDA 
supporter.   
Thanks to all the participants, and those businesses that donated to the raffle.  Everyone makes this a 
family fun event for all, and one of the reasons why many people always come back to this event, 
year after year. 
 
Todd Ockert  
UFWDA Director of Environmental Affairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Military Jeepers, a community for Jeep owners who are serving in the U.S. Military or have served in 
the U.S. Military. 
We are trying to connect Military Jeepers around the world and build a network of fellow jeepers that 
will be able to assist other members, as we move around every few years. 
 
Because we move around every few years, we often find it difficult to quickly find information about 
local Jeep clubs, trails, shops and just Jeepers to wrench with in general. Would you please consider 
adding a link to the Military Jeepers homepage at http://www.militaryjeepers.com 
<http://www.militaryjeepers.com/>  to your site? Hopefully any Jeep owners that are a member of your 
club or visit your site may consider joining and can help tell other Military Jeepers members that are 
living around your area, or may find themselves living around your area in the future, about your club. 
 
We are not competing with any Jeep clubs; we are simply a way for other Military Jeepers to get 
information about information where they may be moving to or where they are currently living if they 
are new to the Jeeping world. 
 
We can add a link on our links page which only contains links to sites that were kind enough to link to 
Military Jeepers.  
That page is located here: http://www.militaryjeepers.com/links.htm 
 
If you would like to use an image, we have several different sizes to choose from available on this 
page: http://www.militaryjeepers.com/linking.htm 
 
If you do link to us, please shoot an email back so we can add your link to Military Jeepers.  
Thank you for your time, 
 
Christopher Arrington 
SGT, USA 
202-374-2911 
http://www.militaryjeepers.com <http://www.militaryjeepers.com/>   
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.just-auto.com/article.aspx?id=94704 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US Light Truck Market 
 

Military Jeepers network 



 
 
 
 
The initial Four Wheel Drive Victoria (FWDV) regional representatives group 
was formed in 2004 to foster a closer working relationship at the grass roots 
level between FWDV and the public land managers Parks Victoria (PV) and 
Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE).  FWDV, Parks Victoria 
and DSE have established a 4WD Advisory Committee, which meets quarterly 
to discuss specific 4WD issues.  Through the initiatives of this advisory 
committee the concept of a regional representatives group was formed. 

 
The FWDV regional representatives group comprises some 30+ club representatives from affiliated 
clubs throughout Victoria and each one of them has a contact network of rangers from selected 
regions in Victoria.  There are thirteen regions covering Victoria from as far as the Malee through to 
the Otways, Central Highlands and East Gippsland.  Generally the regional representatives reside in 
their allocated regions, which facilitate regular contact with the local rangers. 
 
The regional representatives role is to provide a first point of contact for their geographic area for 
consultation with the local rangers on issues relating to 4WD use of public land and general 
assistance where required.  The specific issues being addressed by our regional reps and rangers 
include; 

·  Expenditure on 4WD tracks; 
·  Seasonal track closures; 
·  Temporary track closures; 
·  Input into forest management plans; 
·  Local 4WD issues; 
·  Assistance on projects, such as track clearing etc; 
·  Implementation of the track classification system. 

 
TARRA BULGA NATIONAL PARK MEETING – MAY 4, 2008 

This was the second regional 
representatives meeting held 
at a regional centre and some 
30 regional reps and rangers 
were present, some of them 
traveling in excess of 200 km 
to attend the meeting. 

After a welcome, introduction 
and brief audio visual 
presentation on the Tarra 
Bulga NP, the meeting got 
down to business discussing 
the following issues: 

4WD Track Classification  – 
This is a new track 
classification system for four 
wheel drive tracks on public land across Victoria.  The system is being implemented to enable four 
wheel drivers to understand the nature of the track before they get too far into a situation that could 
cause injury or vehicle damage.  Providing a network of well signed tracks will help minimize safety 
risks. 

Before the system can be implemented a training program will be introduced to develop an 
assessment tool to consistently classify 4WD tracks on a four level scale.  The four level scale 
includes Green (Easy), Blue (Medium), Black (Difficult) and Double Black (Very difficult).  The training 
and subsequent assessment will be undertaken by volunteer 4WD Clubs. 

A lengthy discussion took place on the track classification criteria for the following: 

4WD REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES MEETING   
TARRA BULGA NATIONAL PARK – MAY 4, 2008  
 


