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As of Nov. 5th, 2008, the number of Democrats holding seats in the U.S. Senate is still undetermined. 
 4 seats are still undecided, 56 seats belong to Democrats and 40 to Republicans.  This balance of 
power is particularly important in the Senate where holding 60 seats becomes important to pass a 
cloture motion or in other words, to stop a filibuster.  The cloture rule requires 60 votes to pass the 
motion.  If the Democrats hold 60 seats they can pass environmental legislation, such as wilderness 
bills and land management agency budgets, with no procedural way for the Republican Senators to 
stop them.   
 
There are 27 Wilderness bills pending today in Congress.  When the 111th Congress begins in 
January, 2009, these bills plus many others will undoubtedly be re-introduced.  The rush will be on 
from the environmental community to push into law every piece of pro-environment and anti-access 
legislation they can.  The only thing standing between them and these new laws is you and your pro-
access advocates UFWDA and our partner organizations.   

WILL CHANGES IN THE PRESIDENCY, 
HOUSE AND SENATE OF THE U.S. MEAN 
CHANGES IN 4X4 ACCESS? 
 
By Carla Boucher, Attorney 

 
Senator Chuck Schumer was quoted by Voice of 

America (VOA) as saying, “The days of 
[Republican] obstruction are over, and in a 
bipartisan way, we in the Senate and my colleagues 
in the house will work together to turn America in 
the right direction after eight long years,"  Just 
what is the “right direction”?   
 
The Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) believes 
the right direction will “fundamentally re-envision 
environmental protection”.  They are urging their 
members to, “ask the new administration and 
Congress to deliver on their promises of a radically 
new, life-respecting direction”.  The CBD is very 
optimistic about the next 4 years.  “In our 20 years 
advocating for wildlife, wilderness, and untamed 
culture, we've never before witnessed a presidential 
election with so much promise to actually solve 
these issues.”   
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It will be imperative that we lobby frequently against anti-access legislation and that lobbying and the 
ground swell of opposition begins with you!  UFWDA will be bringing you updates through E-news, 
on the forums, on the website, and in the Voice.  Your membership is invaluable against the onslaught 
of anti-access laws in the coming year.   
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Wilderness legislation in these states will surely be re-introduced and PASSED in the 111th Congress! 
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UFWDA conducted an Internet and Postal Poll between February 1st, and March 31st 2008.  2257 
people responded to the survey. 
 
[As one of the authors of the 2006 and 2008 surveys, I acknowledge the interest of many members 
and apologize for the UFWDA tardiness in getting a summary published. We got distracted by other 
things. I would especially like to thank Shawn Pagan for his great help, the data analysis and 
compiling of this summary. Peter Vahry] 
 
Where there are changes, we have shown the comparison to 2006 
 
The answers show that UFWDA Members who either answered on-line or mailed in their responses 
are:  

� predominantly male (92%) 
� generally between the ages of 25 to 39 (43% ). With an overall average around 30 years 

of age. 
� living in the US (99%) – and they are mostly from the East Coast (44% ) or Central 

(25%) Time Zones while  2006 respondents were mosly from the East Coast (35%) and 
the West Coast (23%) 

� married (74%) 
� not parents (57%) or part of a small or growing (1 or 2 children) family (36%) 
� in a household with an annual income over $100,000 (28%) with an average income for 

most landing somewhere between $70,405 and $78,359 per year.  
� driving many different brands of 4WD vehicles – Jeep (78%), Ford (24%), Chevrolet 

(20%), Toyota (14%), Suzuki (3%), Land Rover (3%), Custom Buggies (2%) and many 
other brands as well (13%). 

Summary of UFWDA survey (In the format of the 2006 Summary) 
 

States where Wilderness legislation was proposed in the 110th 
Congress 



�  owner’s of  one (37%) or two (34%) 4WD’s in their garage or carport – and it should be 
noted that the majority of those 4WD’s have 6 cylinder engines (62%) and that the 
majority of all the engines are fuel injected (82% - up from 72% in 2006) and run on 
gasoline / petrol (96%). 

�  people who use their 4 Wheel Drive to do mostly “General Trail Riding” (90%), 
Mountain / Woods Trail Riding (87.6%) and Camping (71%) but also show an affinity for 
using them to Commute (56%), Rock Crawl (75%), Hunt & Fish (35%) and many many 
other things including Mud Bogs, Camping, Get to Trail Heads (hiking, mtn. biking etc). 

�  ‘wheelers who drive their rigs to their trails (69%) but who also may trailer (55.2%) while 
those that tow their rigs generally use a Ford (35%) while Dodge’s (28%) and Chevrolet’s 
(24%) are close behind. Some claim they don’t want to or need to tow (16%) while others 
who don’t tow would like to someday (16%).  

�  people who do their own 
general maintenance (only 
5% don’t do their own 
maintenance).   Some 
perform their own oil 
changes (68%), some do all 
their own maintenance 
(65%), and some do their 
own mods, and after market 
parts installs (~71%). A small 
percentage take their rig to 
the shop for more difficult 
repairs (36%). 

�  4 wheelers who claim to have 
spent $1,001 to $5,000 (43%) 
on their rigs with an average 
spend between $1,237 and 
$3,092 on aftermarket parts 
over the last year which 
amounts to UFWDA 
members being responsible 
for approximatly $20,564,549 
in spending for that 12 month 
period. 

�  people who have purchased 
after market parts during the 
past 12 months (94%) and 
they get those parts from Online/Internet Vendors (85%), 4WD Shops (75%) and Auto 
Parts Stores (80%) and use a lot of recycled / salvage and junk yard and used parts (59%) 
and  myriad of other places. 

�  of a mindset that intends to spend between a $1,000 and $5,000 (39%) on their 4WD in 
the next 12 months which means that on average UFWDA members will again spend 
between $999 and $2,763 each for a total spend of around $17,867,802 over the next 12 
months. 

�  people who love the outdoors and use their 4WD’s to four wheel (76%), Hunt (4%), and 
Camp (7%), and another find many other outdoor recreation opportunities (14%).- which 
includes Hiking, Walking, Fishing, Skiing (water & snow), Snowmobiles, Bikes, etc. 

�  subscribers to the UFWDA Voice as well as Four Wheeler (36%), JP Magazine (42%), 
Peterson’s 4 Wheel & OffRoad (44%), 4 Wheel Drive & Sport Utility (27%), Low Range 
(15%), Crawl Magazine (22%), Off Road Advnetures (32%) and a myriad of other 4WD 
and outdoor based magazines. 

�  generally UFWDA Members but are current members of  Local Clubs (83%), State or 
Regional Organizations (66%), Tread Lightly! (39%), Blue Ribbon Coalition (38%), 
TLCA (4%)  and many other organizations  as well. 


