
 

 
 
UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATIONS INC. 
AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 

www.ufwda.org 
 
Getting you further down the trail than one tank of fuel! 

 
 UFWDA e-News November  2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As of Nov. 5th, 2008, the number of Democrats holding seats in the U.S. Senate is still undetermined. 
 4 seats are still undecided, 56 seats belong to Democrats and 40 to Republicans.  This balance of 
power is particularly important in the Senate where holding 60 seats becomes important to pass a 
cloture motion or in other words, to stop a filibuster.  The cloture rule requires 60 votes to pass the 
motion.  If the Democrats hold 60 seats they can pass environmental legislation, such as wilderness 
bills and land management agency budgets, with no procedural way for the Republican Senators to 
stop them.   
 
There are 27 Wilderness bills pending today in Congress.  When the 111th Congress begins in 
January, 2009, these bills plus many others will undoubtedly be re-introduced.  The rush will be on 
from the environmental community to push into law every piece of pro-environment and anti-access 
legislation they can.  The only thing standing between them and these new laws is you and your pro-
access advocates UFWDA and our partner organizations.   

WILL CHANGES IN THE PRESIDENCY, 
HOUSE AND SENATE OF THE U.S. MEAN 
CHANGES IN 4X4 ACCESS? 
 
By Carla Boucher, Attorney 

 
Senator Chuck Schumer was quoted by Voice of 

America (VOA) as saying, “The days of 
[Republican] obstruction are over, and in a 
bipartisan way, we in the Senate and my colleagues 
in the house will work together to turn America in 
the right direction after eight long years,"  Just 
what is the “right direction”?   
 
The Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) believes 
the right direction will “fundamentally re-envision 
environmental protection”.  They are urging their 
members to, “ask the new administration and 
Congress to deliver on their promises of a radically 
new, life-respecting direction”.  The CBD is very 
optimistic about the next 4 years.  “In our 20 years 
advocating for wildlife, wilderness, and untamed 
culture, we've never before witnessed a presidential 
election with so much promise to actually solve 
these issues.”   
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It will be imperative that we lobby frequently against anti-access legislation and that lobbying and the 
ground swell of opposition begins with you!  UFWDA will be bringing you updates through E-news, 
on the forums, on the website, and in the Voice.  Your membership is invaluable against the onslaught 
of anti-access laws in the coming year.   
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Wilderness legislation in these states will surely be re-introduced and PASSED in the 111th Congress! 
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UFWDA conducted an Internet and Postal Poll between February 1st, and March 31st 2008.  2257 
people responded to the survey. 
 
[As one of the authors of the 2006 and 2008 surveys, I acknowledge the interest of many members 
and apologize for the UFWDA tardiness in getting a summary published. We got distracted by other 
things. I would especially like to thank Shawn Pagan for his great help, the data analysis and 
compiling of this summary. Peter Vahry] 
 
Where there are changes, we have shown the comparison to 2006 
 
The answers show that UFWDA Members who either answered on-line or mailed in their responses 
are:  

� predominantly male (92%) 
� generally between the ages of 25 to 39 (43% ). With an overall average around 30 years 

of age. 
� living in the US (99%) – and they are mostly from the East Coast (44% ) or Central 

(25%) Time Zones while  2006 respondents were mosly from the East Coast (35%) and 
the West Coast (23%) 

� married (74%) 
� not parents (57%) or part of a small or growing (1 or 2 children) family (36%) 
� in a household with an annual income over $100,000 (28%) with an average income for 

most landing somewhere between $70,405 and $78,359 per year.  
� driving many different brands of 4WD vehicles – Jeep (78%), Ford (24%), Chevrolet 

(20%), Toyota (14%), Suzuki (3%), Land Rover (3%), Custom Buggies (2%) and many 
other brands as well (13%). 

Summary of UFWDA survey (In the format of the 2006 Summary) 
 

States where Wilderness legislation was proposed in the 110th 
Congress 



� owner’s of  one (37%) or two (34%) 4WD’s in their garage or carport – and it should be 
noted that the majority of those 4WD’s have 6 cylinder engines (62%) and that the 
majority of all the engines are fuel injected (82% - up from 72% in 2006) and run on 
gasoline / petrol (96%). 

� people who use their 4 Wheel Drive to do mostly “General Trail Riding” (90%), 
Mountain / Woods Trail Riding (87.6%) and Camping (71%) but also show an affinity for 
using them to Commute (56%), Rock Crawl (75%), Hunt & Fish (35%) and many many 
other things including Mud Bogs, Camping, Get to Trail Heads (hiking, mtn. biking etc). 

� ‘wheelers who drive their rigs to their trails (69%) but who also may trailer (55.2%) while 
those that tow their rigs generally use a Ford (35%) while Dodge’s (28%) and Chevrolet’s 
(24%) are close behind. Some claim they don’t want to or need to tow (16%) while others 
who don’t tow would like to someday (16%).  

� people who do their own 
general maintenance (only 
5% don’t do their own 
maintenance).   Some 
perform their own oil 
changes (68%), some do all 
their own maintenance 
(65%), and some do their 
own mods, and after market 
parts installs (~71%). A small 
percentage take their rig to 
the shop for more difficult 
repairs (36%). 

� 4 wheelers who claim to have 
spent $1,001 to $5,000 (43%) 
on their rigs with an average 
spend between $1,237 and 
$3,092 on aftermarket parts 
over the last year which 
amounts to UFWDA 
members being responsible 
for approximatly $20,564,549 
in spending for that 12 month 
period. 

� people who have purchased 
after market parts during the 
past 12 months (94%) and 
they get those parts from Online/Internet Vendors (85%), 4WD Shops (75%) and Auto 
Parts Stores (80%) and use a lot of recycled / salvage and junk yard and used parts (59%) 
and  myriad of other places. 

� of a mindset that intends to spend between a $1,000 and $5,000 (39%) on their 4WD in 
the next 12 months which means that on average UFWDA members will again spend 
between $999 and $2,763 each for a total spend of around $17,867,802 over the next 12 
months. 

� people who love the outdoors and use their 4WD’s to four wheel (76%), Hunt (4%), and 
Camp (7%), and another find many other outdoor recreation opportunities (14%).- which 
includes Hiking, Walking, Fishing, Skiing (water & snow), Snowmobiles, Bikes, etc. 

� subscribers to the UFWDA Voice as well as Four Wheeler (36%), JP Magazine (42%), 
Peterson’s 4 Wheel & OffRoad (44%), 4 Wheel Drive & Sport Utility (27%), Low Range 
(15%), Crawl Magazine (22%), Off Road Advnetures (32%) and a myriad of other 4WD 
and outdoor based magazines. 

� generally UFWDA Members but are current members of  Local Clubs (83%), State or 
Regional Organizations (66%), Tread Lightly! (39%), Blue Ribbon Coalition (38%), 
TLCA (4%)  and many other organizations  as well. 



� participants who usually attend “Organized Events” (83%); who camp (69%) during 
those events and generally stay in a tent (55%).  

� generally paying somewhere in the $50-$99 per adult (27%) to attend the event; and their 
children generally get in free (39%) or for less then $25.00 (39%). 

� spending on average $201-$400 per weekend (44%) to play in their 4 wheel drive (food, 
fuel, lodging etc) – while some pay over $800 (3%).   

� generally traveling over 200 miles / 320Km on a round-trip (45%)  While only a handful 
find areas 60 miles round-trip or less from their home (10%). 

� people who prefer all types of trail difficulties but have an affinity if asked, for Medium 
or Moderate Trails (83%) followed by Hard and Difficult Trails (79%), then Easy Trails 
(51%) and Extreme Trails (35%) while many still enjoy any trail regardless or difficulty 
(18%). 

� participating in environmental maintenance and clean-ups on public lands through their 
local 4WD clubs or Associations (81%). While others participate in these events but not 
through a club or association (10%). 

� participating in environmental maintenance and clean-ups on private lands through their 
local 4WD clubs or Associations (65%) While others participate in these events but not 
through a club or association (9%) 

� participate in these type of clean-ups at least twice per year (89%). 
� people who prefer the UFWDA Voice in hardcopy form (62%) as opposed to Softcopy / 

Internet delivery (39%). 
� people who heard about this survey from a United Member Organization (or Business) 

internet link (60%). 
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SCHOOL BUS – GONE! 

 LOWER/UPPER 2 – GONE! 

 SLICK ROCK – GONE! 
 

If you wheel or ride the Upper Tellico OHV Area, these names are very familiar to you. If you 
haven’t had the pleasure to experience Tellico, these names are synonymous with Sledgehammer, 
Rubicon, Hole-in the-rock, Cinder Hills, Poison Spider Mesa, Achy-Breaky, Slaughterhouse Gulch. 
More importantly, you need to know that if the Forest Service and extremist groups have their way; 
these Tellico trails will no longer exist. 
  
The Forest Service instituted temporary closures on these trails at the end of last year. The closures 
were originally demanded in a notice of intent to sue from the Southern Environmental Law Center 
(SELC) and Trout Unlimited. The closures came with a promise to address the issues in planning, 

but instead of working to resolve the issues, the Forest Service has now proposed complete 

removal of these trails from the area—cutting the heart right out of the OHV experience of 

Tellico. It’s like someone removing the transfer case shifter and asking you to put it in 4WD. 
  
With unprecedented unity, Southern Four Wheel Drive Association (SFWDA), United Four Wheel 
Associations (UFWDA), and the Blue Ribbon Coalition (BRC) have teamed up to stop this travesty. 
Together, we have taken legal action and we need your financial support. With an estimated need of 
$100,000, Rescue Tellico has been formed to fund this effort. 
  
Please join us in the fight by sending a generous donation to the Rescue Tellico Fund. 

DONATE TO HELP RESCUE TELLICO 
 



  
Each year, thousands of enthusiasts enjoy the trails in the Upper Tellico OHV Area. They come 
because the 39 miles that make up the Tellico OHV experience are among the few premier Off 
Highway Vehicle trails left east of the Mississippi river. The trails they are erasing are literally the 
heart of that experience—they are the reason people come. Without them there is no Tellico. If the FS 
and these special interest groups get their way, you won’t even need four-wheel drive on what is left 
in Tellico for trails. Your mom’s Oldsmobile would do fine.  
 
Since the formation of Southern in 1987, thousands of volunteer hours representing hundreds of 
thousands of dollars have been invested in trail maintenance at Tellico to keep the area open. We 
cannot let it go by the wayside. Win or lose, we must draw the line in the sand because this goes 
deeper than just Tellico. This is about holding their feet to the fire on making sound management 
decisions to manage FOR OHV recreation… not FROM OHV recreation. What premier area is next 
on the chopping block? 
  
Now is the time to stand up for what is right and help us in the fight to keep Tellico open by donating 
to this effort. Your donation will be earmarked and go directly to the legal efforts to keep Tellico 
open. Through the web site and other communication methods we will work to keep everyone 
informed as to the progress of the environmental analysis and other appropriate information. 
 
Complete information concerning these proposed trail closures and modifications is on the Southern 
Four Wheel Drive Association web site at www.sfwda.org.  
 
If you enjoy OHV recreation and especially if you recreate in the Upper Tellico Area, the time to act 
is now. You CAN make a difference. Tax deductable donations can also be made through the United 
Land Action Fund at P.O. Box 15696, Chesapeake, VA 23328.  
 
You can make your donation online at http://www.sharetrails.org/rescue-tellico. You can purchase 
Rescue Tellico Items at www.cafepress.com/rescuetellico.  
 
All proceeds are donated to the Rescue Tellico Fund. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A feature of the Draft Environmental Impact Study (DIES) is that the USFS are indicating 

seasonal closures that will cut ‘snow-wheeling’.  Where will that be applied next? 

 

The closing date for comments is fast approaching - November 26, 2008.  
 
The big thing that we need right now is letters... we need people to comment on what they like about 
Tahoe National Forest, and what they like about snow wheeling (be it on quads, Jeeps, or whatever). 
 
We need people to write about their favorite trail in TNF and how they want to see it stay open. 
 
We need people to just write about TNF in general - how they go fishing at this lake at the end of this 
trail, how they take their Jeep on Fordyce, how they go camping at the end of this trail every year, and 
most generally - how they enjoy motorized recreation in the forest. 
 
You may not yet have enjoyed TNF but would like to one day… make sure that you will still have 
that choice! 
 

Write your letters today http://www.pirate4x4.com/letters/ 

Tahoe National Forest (TNF) future use, your chance to 
influence the DIES. 



 
A word document that summarizes my thoughts on the Auburn meeting... 
http://www.therideracing.com/LandUse...l%20Forest.doc (requires MS Word or a viewer to see) 
 
From that meeting I was able to get their presentation aids (Power Point, hand-outs) and they are 
available here 
:http://www.therideracing.com/LandUse...esentation.ppt (Requires MS Power Point or a viewer to 
see) This is intended as an aid to presentation ONLY, and is not the full report... 
 
http://www.therideracing.com/LandUse/img010.pdf 
http://www.therideracing.com/LandUse/img011.pdf 
http://www.therideracing.com/LandUse/img012.pdf 
http://www.therideracing.com/LandUse/img013.pdf 
 
Bryan J Bennett 

North American XJ Association (NAXJA) Director 

North American XJ Association (NAXJA) 

 Sierra Chapter Vice President 

UFWDA Member 

BRC Member 

 
 

 
 
Tell your Senator to Vote No on the National Landscape Conservation System Bill in S. 3213… you 
have several options for doing so, but you must do it today…. 
 

http://www.bipac.net/issue_alert.asp?g=ipams&issue=Bingaman_s_3213&parent=IPAMS 
 
 Please take two minutes to submit a pre-drafted letter to legislators opposing this bill, by clicking 
below 
http://72.167.145.231/savethetrails/...?PetitionID=31 
 
Please take 60 seconds and send a pre-drafted communication to your elected official here: 
http://www.westernroundtable.net/mai...g_linkid=38415 
 

Use the links to write in now to show your views to your representatives, next week may be too 

late! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
An interesting and alternative viewpoint on US forestry … 
 

http://www.nationalforestlawblog.com/index.htm 

 

 

Forest News Blog  
 

The Public Lands Omnibus Bill action needed NOW! 



 

 
 
 
 


