
 

 
 

UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATIONS INC. 
AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 

www.ufwda.org 
 
Getting you further down the trail than one tank of fuel! 

 
 UFWDA e-News October 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

 

We are in almost unprecedented times. Over the past few weeks we have seen some of the most 

storied U.S. financial institutions close their doors. We have seen corporate mergers and 

consolidations take place in the last month, that three months ago would have been unthinkable. 

Finally, the U.S. government has put together a 700 billion dollar package to try to assure the 

continuance of remaining financial institutions and stabilize not only the U.S but also the world 

economy. 

 

The first headline of this edition really says it all; we 
are all finding the economic slowdown affecting our 
lives. 
 
Risky times too, since if UFWDA steps back and 
takes the pressure off, then the fact that nature 
abhors a vacuum, will allow the little space that we 
still retain for 4x4 recreation, to be filled by others. 
Others with quite different agendas and vision for 
the way we live and enjoy the countryside. 
 
Four wheeling must continue to be proactive on the 
bigger stage and not be distracted. Clubs of course 
will continue with their local efforts with clean-ups 
and other community work and advocacy; or at 
least until the ‘belt tightening’ for many may restrict 
those too. UFWDA has scaled back already. 
 
There are a huge number of US Forest plans to be 
worked through still and each one is going to need 
to be argued. We need your help. 
 
Both the USA and New Zealand have major 
elections in November that will also influence our 
lifestyles in some way.  If you don’t vote then you 
can’t complain about the outcome. 
 
Peter Vahry 
UFWDA international vice-president 
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Tough times for 4x4 advocacy 



GM has a “For Sale” sign in the window of Hummer and has been exploring merger opportunities 

with Chrysler. Only about half of the NASCAR racing teams have full sponsorship for next year. 

 

Clearly all of this is severely impacting the UFWDA cash flow. Despite raising advertising sales by 

over 2000% over the past year, that income stream is now suffering. We currently have a receivables 

book of which we expect to collect about 25 cents on the dollar. 

 

What is the consequence of all of this?  At a time where it looks like there will be a new 

administration in Washington DC that will not be land access friendly, UFWDA and its ability to 

retain a full-time legal counsel, is at risk. 

 

What is the answer? Like the financial institutions, we must turn to individuals and we need more 

individual memberships and outright donations to UFWDA! 

 

This recession and strangulation of commercial funding to UFWDA is set to play directly into the 

hands of the cash rich anti-access environmental groups. They will be delighted if UFWDA can no 

longer retain our vastly experienced legal counsel and our leadership role in four-wheel drive 

recreation. 

 

Without the commercial income, UFWDA is solely dependent on the 4x4 community itself to enable 

the advocacy to continue. This is your opportunity to help UFWDA and avoid being over-run by the 

anti-access groups. 

 

UFWDA needs you and your donations NOW. 
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 As we move closer to our November presidential elections and our choice between Senator 

McCain, or Senator Obama, this will be the last e-News before the election.  Prior to this election I 

thought I would look back into how our National Parks, forests and reserves began.  President 

Roosevelt’s greatest work was his efforts in conservation of natural resources.  He was able to triple 

the amount of government reserves up to 150 million acres during his tenure as president, thus 

creating some of our most prestigious National Parks and wildlife preserves by executive order.  

  

 Roosevelt’s chief Forrester, Gifford Pinchot fought for the principle of managed use and use 

the power of the federal government to effect long term planning and the rational management of the 

nation’s resources.  Unlike preservationists, who wished to leave the land in its natural state, 

Roosevelt, Pinchot and the conservationists advocated efficient use of natural resources.   

Preservationists like John Muir, the founder of the Sierra Club believed the wilderness needed to be 

protected from all commercial exploitation.  Roosevelt and Muir would later clash over a project to 

flood Hetch Hetchy valley that would supply fresh water and electricity to San Francisco.  Muir 

played a central role in establishing Yosemite as a national park, fiercely opposed Roosevelt and 

Pinchot, who saw the project as a progressive victory because it would place control of the water 

supply in the hands of the municipal government and not private developers.  This project is still hotly 

contested as current day preservationists want to remove the dam and return to river to its previous 

state.   

 So, how does that history relate to current events?  We still have the preservationists that want 

to prohibit everyone from gaining access to our current public lands, and at the same time, they want 

to increase the amount of lands set aside as wilderness.  Some of this is being completed by adding 

more wilderness bills for approval, and by lawsuits against the Forest Service to decrease the amount 

of trails and roads in the forest inventory.  

  

US Presidential Election 



 How do we keep all this in check?  We have to be informed of the current wilderness bills so 

we can write to our representatives in Washington, States and local governments to let them know we 

do not support more wilderness in our forests that have roads and trails.  We also have to be informed 

of the current route designation process that is taking place across the nation’s forests and BLM lands.  

This is a long process that requires public input as is required by the whole NEPA process.  The more 

letters we can send with specifics about the roads and trails that we use in the forests, the better our 

chances of keeping these roads and trails open for future generations.  I could try and list all the 

National Forests here that have active route designation work going on, but that is more room then I 

have here for e-News.  Check your local forest’s web page for route designation information. 

   

 I can not tell you who to vote for, but I would ask that you do use your constitutional right to 

vote for the candidate of your choice.  Take a look at www.pirate4x4.com for info on the candidates 

stand on issues affecting 4X4 users across the country.   
 

Until next month,  

Todd Ockert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Due to Hurricane Ike and difficult economic pressures that people may be experiencing, United Four 

Wheel Drive Associations has postponed the UFWDA Texas Wheel-in event. In consideration of our 

fellow enthusiasts and the community in Texas we would like to ask that you consider donating to the 

Red Cross and ask that the proceeds of your donation are distributed to the victims of Hurricane Ike. 

United Four Wheel Drive Associations would like to extend our deepest concerns for the victims of 

Hurricane Ike. 

 

If you have already registered for the UFWDA Wheel-In scheduled for November 21, 22, and 23, 

2008 at Barnwell Mountain in Upshur County, TX, please contact UFWDA at info@ufwda.org for a 

full refund of the registration price or to request that your registration be transferred to the spring 

Wheel-In at Barnwell Mountain. 

 

Please check our website for the new dates for the Texas Wheel-in. United Four Wheel Drive 

Associations looks forward to the event in Texas and our return in the spring. We are excited about 

conducting our event at a better time for those residents of Texas impacted by Hurricane Ike. 

 

 

 

 

can news 

 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2008/06/20/mackay_on_carbon_free_uk/print.html 

 

A topflight science brainbox at Cambridge University has weighed into the ever-louder and more 

unruly climate/energy debate with several things that so far have been mostly lacking: hard numbers, 

willingness to upset all sides, and an attempt to see whether the various agendas put forward would 

actually stack up. 

UFWDA Texas Wheel-in Rescheduled in Response to Aftermath 
of Hurricane Ike 

British heavyweight physics professor weighs into 
climate/energy scrap 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 October 2008 | Source: just-auto.com editorial team 

US vehicle sales are seen falling both this year and next by analysts Global Insight. 

Forecasting director George Magliano told a US analyst and media briefing he expected 2008 sales of 

13.6m units, the lowest for 15 years, and a further decline to 13.4m in 2009. 

Magliano had lowered his forecast after weak September sales, the Reuters news agency said. US 

sales reached 16.15m units last year. 

US: Sales gloom to end 2009 - analysts 
 



"The credit crisis has really hurt the economy and consumer confidence," Global Insight said. "The 
economy will be particularly brutal on the auto market next year." 

The firm also sees global sales off 1% this year, the first decline since 2001. 

 

 
 


