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Public Process

Public Pa rticipatiow LS Key to DeveLop'uA,g
Land Management Policies and
Proceduwres

Public Participation Ls Through:
o Public Comment Meetings

o Public Comment Perlods




Public Process

O Participation in the planning process
provides legal standing — a prereguisite
to successfully sue — should a final plan
or rule result tn personal harm.

Stilence (VM,PLLCS Consent




Public Process

Public Process Ls a Politieal Process

o Complete with Bureaucrats and
Politiclans

Get to Know Them, Meet with Them,
wWork with Them, Talk with Them
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Public Process

Kinow Your Local Public lLand Managers

e FLnd out Thelr Concerns

o Let Themt Kinow Your Concerns




Public Process

Know About Your Publiec Lands
e The Flora and Fauna
e The H“Lstorg

e The Routes




The Process ...

NEPA Establishes the “Process”

e National Bnvironmental Policy Act

* Sigwned tnto Law - January 1, 1970
Outlines Land Manager Responstbilities

quides Publie tnvolvement




NEPA - An Overview

Process of Assessing the tmpacts of
Actlons on the Ph 5s£oa L, BLologieal, and
Human Environment

Provides for Public nvolvement and
Notification of Federal Actions

Documents the Decision Making Process




NEPA Begins With a
Proposed Agency Action

Feoderal policies require agencies to
constder economie and soclal Lssues

O Anyone who could be harmed by a funal
rule or plan should comment tn writing

Stlence lmpLies Consent




NEPA Begins With a
Proposed Agency Action

Not Necessary to watt for a Formal
Planning Process to Submit Comments

* getto Know Your Land manager
* Getto Know Your Representatives

Submit Your Comments and Concerns
Frequ.ethg




NEPA - An Overview

Proposed Agency Actlon

(Public Comment Oppor’cuwita)

categorical Excluston or Other Exemption

Agency Environmental
Actlon Assessment




Environmental Assessment

Environmental Assessment (EA)

Finding of No Environmental

Sigwnificant lmpact lmpact Statement
(FONSI) (EI1S)

Notice of ntent

Agency Action o




Environmental Impact
Statement

Notice of Intent

Scoping Process

(Public Comment

AnnnvhizinaFia)

praft Els

Define lssues

o Soctal, Economie,
and Environmental

Develop Alternatives

Define Mitigation
Measures




Scoping Period

ldentifies (ssues:

o Soctal, Economie, and Environmental

Determines the Range of Alternatives

Public Ls Asked to Provide Commeents,
Cowncerns, and Suggestions




Scoping Period

O Scoping Period will Produce:

o Environmental impact Statement
(Els)

° Opento Public Comment for 30-120
Days

o Ends With Record of Decision (ROD)




Comment Period

] EA/EIS Comment Period

o ldentify ncomplete or tneorvect
information

Offer a New ldea or New Alternative

pPescribe Wh Y an Alternative or
Element Would or Would Not Work




Comment Period

] EA/EIS Comment Period

Polnt out Cowﬂic’c with LegaL
Mandates

Highlight Deficiencies in the Analysis

Explain How You Use the Area and How
the Proposal Would Affect Your Use




Comment Period

Comments May | nelude:

* Your Concerns About Conditions or
Actilvities

Suggestions for mprovement
How You Feel About Agency Actions

Quality of Your Visit




NEPA - An Overview

Agency and Public
Review and Comment

(Public Comment

Opportuwita)

Funal ElS

Record of Deciston

Agency Action

Declstons and
Appea ls

Revieweo Bvery 3-5
Yea rs

owngolng Mownltoriing

e Cawn Lead to Plan
Amenoment




NEPA - Get Involved

Three Opportuwities for Public nvolvement

Proposed Agency Action

Scoping Periool

e EIS Ong

Comment Pertod

e EAand ElS
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Effective Comments

Effective Comments Address
How the Area Ls Used

How the Project Might Affect that Use

Your Concerns about Conditions or
Activities

Suggestions For Improvement




Effective Comments

Effective Comments Address
o Alternative Approaches and ldeas
o Other Projects that Affect the Project

o Environmental and SocloEconomie
lssues

o Related Information and Research




Effective Comments

Keep Your Comments Relevant to the
Proposal,

Be Specific ana Detaileo

O Suggest a Solution

A Little Emotion Ls Okay




Public Process s ...

Your Chawnce to Express YOUR Concerns

e To Public Land managers

* To Your Elected Representatives

Youwr Chance to Be nvolved




NEPA Process is ...

Process of Assessing the tmpacts of

Actlons on the Ph Hsiaa L, BLologieal, and
Human Environment

Requtres that federal agencies disclose

the environmental effects of their actions
and tdentify alternatives and
mitigation measumres.




NEPA Process is ...

NEPA does not require agenctes to
mplement environmentally preferred
alternatives or mitigation measures

NEPA was meant to produce a reasonable
balance of the human and natuwral
enVLromment
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Get Involved - Be Involved

with Public Land managers

with Elected Offictals

with Local Cclubs

with Reglonal/State Assoctations

with Nattonal Assoclations




Questions, Comments
or Concerns???

CompLLcd b Y:
_Johwn sStewart

Director, Environmental Affairs
Lnited Four Wheel Drive Assoclations

Natural Resource Consultant
california Assoctation of 4 Wheel
Prive Clubs




