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From my distance, it appears that the inaugural
UFWDA “Wheel-in” has been a great success in the
eyes of many participants, with good comments about
the trail runs, appearing on the UFWDA forum.
www.ufwda.org/smf/index.php?topic=2054.0

Well done to the UFWDA team who put it together and
it bodes well for the next “Wheel-in” at the TMTC park
in Texas. It looks from the Virginia photo links on the
UFWDA forum, that spring is making its mark on the
east coast of the USA but | see comments on other
forums that the heavy winter snows are still restricting
4x4 use in the mountains to the west.

We in New Zealand have had a very dry summer and
as | write, we are experiencing the first useful period of
rain since December. (A bit like the summers of our
childhood memories?)

Ah, the freedoms of yester-year are another memory,
as four wheeling continues to be bombarded by
restrictions... death by a thousand cuts. | note that the
decision on vehicle use of the Eldorado National Forest
in California was not as harsh as some anticipated but
it still resulted in major cuts to access options.

It is not just the loss of options in the countryside for
4x4 recreation, but also the loss of time of volunteers,
who struggle to stay abreast of the continual flow of
land management documents generated by
government organizations.

UFWDA retains an excellent legislative attorney, Carla
Boucher, but even she finds it impossible to review
every planning document on US public lands. Working
with other access organizations increases that ability,
but fighting restriction is still largely dependent on those
volunteers who form supporting groups and do much of
the frontline work. Keep it going!

Peter Vahry

UFWDA international vice-president
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Wheel-in Virginia was a great success!

The Inaugural Wheel-in event took place over the weekend at Oak Ridge Estate in Nelson
County Virginia. The event was a great success! The weather was beautiful with only a little
rain on Saturday morning and blue skies otherwise. There were over two hundred vehicles
that participated in the Wheel-in Virginia event.

One of the participants did roll his Jeep, however, no one was hurt and he will have a great
story to tell. Overall | think that participants enjoyed themselves. | had several participants
say they are excited about Texas and will be making the trip out west to Wheel with United
Four Wheel Drive Associations.

It was intended for United Four Wheel Drive Associations to return to our social roots while
moving forward as a corporation. The participants of the Wheel-in made a difference by
attending the Wheel-in and letting their voice be heard.

Thanks to all of the participants who attended and to all of the businesses that supported the
event. Texas promises to be a great time and we look forward to seeing you at the Lone Star
State Wheel-in!

Marti Pugh

http://good-times.webshots.com/album/563090835iCsvfN

Toyota donation

In Fall of 2007, National Audubon Society, The Defenders of Wildlife and the Southern Environmental
Law Center filed suit in Federal District Court against the United States of America to limit or ban
access to many of the primary areas of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, including Oregon Inlet,

Cape Point, most of Ocracoke Island and others.

http://detroithnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll...803260431/1148

Wednesday, March 26, 2008
Toyota donates $20M to Audubon
Associated Press

DETROIT -- Toyota Motor Corp. is giving the National Audubon Society $20 million for
conservation projects and training of environmental leaders.

The Audubon Society said today the grant is the largest in its 103-year history. The grant will
fund the TogetherGreen program for five years.

Toyota says it also will encourage its 36,000 U.S. employees to volunteer for the Audubon
Society.

The donation could help Toyota burnish its green credentials after facing criticism last fall
from the Natural Resources Defense Council and other environmental groups. They were
angry Toyota didn't support a measure to increase U.S. fuel economy standards to 35 miles
per gallon by 2020.

The New York-based Audubon Society was not one of the groups criticizing Toyota.



UFWDA 2008 Survey

Thank you to all who participated in the 2008 UFWDA survey of 4x4 trends and demographics. Again
the response through the internet was significant but it was excellent to also get responses mailed in

from the UFWDA Voice.

Work is still going on to review the overall data but some results have been made available to
UFWDA e-News. Some numbers for the statisticians out there!

Participants (2008)

% based on all respondents All UFWDA Non UFWDA
Respondents Members Members

Participants 2257 669 1588
100.0% 29.7% 70.4%

Completed Survey 2131 660 1471
94.4% 29.2% 65.2%

US Only Respondents 2050 659 1391
90.8% 29.2% 61.6%

International Only 190 9 181
Respondents 8.4% 0.4% 8.0%

Survey Question 19: “What do you plan to spend on y

« Discrepancy in numbers is due to people not answering every question.

« Participants are those who opened the survey and answered at least one question.
» Competed Survey means they opened the survey and followed through to the end
whether or not they answered one or all thirty-six questions. They didn’t stop or exit in the

middle.

months?”
All Responses UFWDA Non UFWDA
Members Members
All Geographies Responded 663 1521
2184 99.1% 95.8%
96.7% 6 67
Skipped 0.9% 4.2%
73 9 37
3.2% 1.4% 2.4%
$0 - $50 7 5
46 1.1% 0.3%
2.1% 26 53
$50 - $99 3.9% 3.5%
12 95 180
0.5% 14.3% 11.8%
$100 - $200 213 389
79 32.1% 25.6%
3.6% 258 737
$201 - $500 38.9% 48.5%
275 55 120
12.6% 8.3% 7.9%
$501 - $1,000
602
27.6%

our 4WD in the next 12




$1,001 - $5,000
995
45.6%

Over $5,000
175
8.0%

Per Person Low| $998.60 $1,035.16
$1,024.06| $2,763.04 $3,140.74
Per Person High| $1,880.82 $2,087.95
$3,026.08
Per Person Mea
$2025.07
US Only Responded 653 1348
2001 99.1% 96.9%
97.6% 6 43
Skipped 0.9% 3.1%
49 9 31
2.4% 1.4% 2.3%
$0 - $50 7 5
40 1.1% 0.4%
2.0% 26 44
$50 - $99 4.0% 3.3%
12 95 153
0.6% 14.5% 11.4%
$100 - $200 207 349
70 31.7% 25.9%
3.5% 254 661
$201 - $500 38.9% 49.0%
248 55 105
12.4% 8.4% 7.8%
$501 - $1,000
556
27.8%
$1,001 - $5,000
915
45.7%
Over $5,000
160
8.0%
Per Person Low| $1,003.16 $1,036.36
$1,025.53| $2,765.54 $3,165.02
Per Person High| $1,884.35 $2,100.69
$3,034.66
Per Person Mea
$2,030.09
International Only | Responded 9 171
180 100.0% 94.5%
94.7% 0 10
Skipped 0.0% 5.5%
10 0 6
5.3% 0.0% 3.5%
$0 - $50 0 0
6 0.0% 0.0%
3.3% 0 9
$50 - $99 0.0% 5.3%
0 0 27
0.0% 0.0% 15.8%




$100 - $200 5 40
9 55.6% 23.4%
5.0% 4 75
$201 - $500 44.4% 43.9%
27 0 14
15.0% 0.0% 8.2%
$501 - $1,000
45
25.0%
$1,001 - $5,000
79
43.9%
Over $5,000
14
7.8%
Per Person Low| $723.22 $1,002.67
$988.69( $2,777.78 $2,927.57
Per Person High| $1,750.50 $1,965.12
$2,920.08
Per Person Meah
$1,954.39

* Mean numbers are based on the high and low averages of each :"Spend” group.

« In general UFWDA members plan to spend about $100 less per members then they did
in 2007 on Part and Accessories in 2007.

* UFWDA members are planning to spend an average ofl$880.82 each on parts and
accessories in 2008.

« If one assumes that UFWDA has 9500 members then UFYA Members will account for at
least $9,486,688 and as much as $26,248,915 in 2008

Survey Question 27: “On average, what's the totala  mount you would spend on
a weekend of 4 wheeling? (includes food, fuel, lodg  ing, etc).”

All Responses UFWDA Non UFWDA
Members Members
All Geographies Responded 665 1498
2163 99.4% 94.3%
95.8% 4 90
Skipped 0.6% 5.7%
94 21 125
4.2% 3.2% 8.3%
Free - $99 153 456
146 23.0% 30.4%
6.7% 295 593
$100 - $200 44.4% 39.6%
609 146 236
28.2% 22.0% 15.8%
$201 - $400 31 49
888 4.7% 3.3%
41.1% 19 39
$401 - $600 2.9% 2.6%
382
17.7%
$601 - $800
80
3.7%
Over $800
58
2.7%




Mean Range $251.09 to $418.46 $213.67 to $369.0]
$225.17 to $384.2] $334.78 $291.34
Mean Spend
$304.69
Us Only Responded 655 1327
1982 99.4% 95.4%
96.7% 4 64
Skipped 0.6% 4.6%
68 20 100
3.3% 3.1% 7.5%
Free - $99 151 392
120 23.1% 29.5%
6.1% 290 541
$100 - $200 44.3% 40.8%
543 145 221
27.4% 22.1% 16.7%
$201 - $400 31 45
831 4.7% 3.4%
41.9% 18 28
$401 - $600 2.7% 2.1%
366
18.5%
$601 - $800
76
3.8%
Over $800
46
2.3%
Mean Range $251.25 to $418.90 $215.53 to $373.5%
$227.33 to $388.54 $335.07 $294.54
Mean Spend
$307.93
International Only | Responded 9 169
178 100.0% 93.4%
93.7% 0 12
Skipped 0.0% 6.6%
12 1 25
6.3% 11.1% 14.8%
Free - $99 2 64
26 22.2% 37.9%
14.6% 4 52
$100 - $200 44.4% 30.8%
66 1 14
37.1% 11.1% 8.3%
$201 - $400 0 4
56 0.0% 2.4%
31.5% 1 10
$401 - $600 11.1% 5.9%
15
8.4%
$601 - $800
4
2.2%
Over $800
11
6.2%
Mean Range $245 to $388.78 | $194.50 to $329.44
$197.05 to $332.44 $316.89 $261.97
Mean Spend

$264.74




* UFWDA Members spend about $335.00 for each weekeid wheeling/

« If one assumes that UFWDA Members will wheel 1 weekd per month at this rate that is a
total spend of around $3,800,000 per month or $45)0,000 per year spent on Recreational 4
Wheeling!

850 Land Rovers flood Cooma

Greg Redfern, the President of the NSW & ACT Association, was late issuing the Monthly
Bulletin at the end of March and explained with good reason why — he had attended the
biggest one marque rally ever held in Australia. The President writes:

The following are some Association news items that may be of interest for your Club
magazine/newsletter. First, my apologies to you all for being late this month. | attended the
Land Rover 60th anniversary celebrations in Cooma over Easter and together with other
activities, it held up my normal schedule. Whilst | know Land Rover celebrations are not at
the core of the majority of Club's key interest, | should tell you that the way those
anniversary activities were organised and the way members handled themselves over the 4
days was a credit to all 4 Wheel Drivers.

The town of Cooma was flooded with approximately 850 Land Rovers from all States of
Australia and they were made welcome and in turn were active in supporting Cooma. The
event was well supported by member Clubs of your Association, namely, LROC (NSW),
LROC (ACT), and Range Rover Club (NSW). These types of events are very good for the
reputation of 4WD Clubs.

This report is mainly about "work in progress”. Memorandums of Understandings (MOU'’s)
with Forests NSW and NPWS ACT are underway and should be completed soon. Roger
Sheath and | will be pursuing these important developments. Further projects in NSW under
the existing MOU will emerge and soon!

All Regions are active in pursuing a range of activities that have been previously
reported. The strength of the Regional structure will show major benefits over time.
The marketing initiatives announced are underway and some were available for Rosehill and
subsequent events, e.g. the Event Management System (EMS). Others like the promotional
DVDs, promotional trailer, etc will occur as soon as possible.

The Rosehill Show was held from 29 March to 6 April. We used the new EMS and it is
important that your Club's website details are correct. Please check your Association
website details. The Association display was there to support the activities of 4WD clubs.

The next Quarterly meeting of the NSW & ACT Association will be at Capertee on the 17
May, 2008 hosted by the Rare Breed 4WD and Outdoor Recreation Club. Please put it in
your Club's trip diary.

Californian Sierra Club hikers cause damage

As Griffith Park recovers from the fire that scorched 800 acres last spring, park rangers and
environmentalists are accusing hikers of damaging pristine chaparral by straying from official
trails.



And the major culprit, some say: elite hikers of the Sierra Club, a 116-year-old advocate for
all things green.

www.dailynews.com/ci 8857310

And who got off their backsides ...and did something positive?

www.laragb.org/

FromThe Guardian Thursday March 6 2008:

“The battle for Deadman’s Hill

“The Yorkshire Dales are in the front line in arcieasingly bitter war between off-roaders who drive
along its green lanes and environmentalists whotwzem banned.

“It's a terrible mess,” says Michael Bartholomewhairman of the Yorkshire Dales Green Lane
Alliance (YDGLA). “It’s high in the fells, so theotorbike and 4x4 noise reverberates for miles. And
a few years ago, the off-roaders made a great somtj dance about repairs they had voluntarily
made to the route, but it hasn’t lasted. Now igsdegraded as ever.”

From the BBC News website, Thursday 6 March 2008:

“Beacons footpath repairs top £3m

“Footpath repairs in the Brecon Beacons have bedned at more than £3m, but national park
officials say there is no money to fund the work.

“The park is looking at ways of raising the moneyéstore parts of more than 1,240 miles (2,000km)
of rights of way. However, work has started on 868,000 project to repair Bwich Giedd Path on
the Black Mountain. Some 200 tonnes of stone hexs &ielifted onto the mountain and work is set to
be completed in three weeks.

“Park access officer Richard Ball said the latesbject was difficult because work was being carried
out at an altitude of some 700 metres (2,300ft). 9diel the popular network of paths fell into
disrepair through usage and harsh weather condgibn

Can you see the contradiction here? Green roaérdriyet off their
backsides and do comprehensive repairs to a rodly eeoded by
decades of neglect. After several years, includiogie of the most
extreme weather events for generations, thesersepaire simply
washed away. Mr Bartholomew uses this as yet anatkapon to
damn all recreational drivers to Hell and beyond.

Meanwhile, walkers and the weather have causedilfidmworth of
damage to one national park alone. Any talk of bampthe culprits?
Far from it — the cries go up for the hard-pressegbayer to make
good all their damage ... and with helicopters thodl that is just the
Brecon Beacons. Have you seen the havoc - the dqresyand
erosion — inflicted by ramblers in Northumberlamdl dhe Lake Dis-
trict, to name but two more? Plainly there’s aaliéint set of ethics
applied to and for, the tramplers in their big soand bobble hats.

A team of motor recreation volunteers fixing neglected roads in the Lake District National Park. Of course this
work will not last forever. The weather and passage of time will see to that. Unsealed roads need regular
attention on the ‘stitch in time ...” principle.



Want to tell Chrysler what to do?

www.chryslerllc.com/en/chrysler _listens/

The automaker is setting up a new Online Customer Advisory Board that it describes as an industry
first in an effort to bring consumers into the product development process. Deborah Meyer, the
company’s vice president and chief marketing officer, says the objective of the board is to create a
dialogue with customers and gain their insights on product features and technologies. The forum is
closed and Chrysler is now recruiting members for the board, she said.

http://www.thecarconnection.com/blog/?p=1034

4A4WD Spectacular Outdoor Recreation Show

For the benefit of UFWDA members around the globe, the Australian Capital Territory is referred to in
Oz as the “A - C - T". It is a small area of land surrounding Canberra, our national capital and is
completely land locked within the State of New South Wales. Our member association covering this is
Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT Inc. Within these areas, clubs work together in regional committees to
optimize their effectiveness in each region. The clubs of the ACT puts on something very special
every second year and donates funds to specific charities, more of which you can read about below.

The bi-annual 4WD Spectacular Outdoor Recreation Show, held this year on 9 & 10 February, is an
initiative of three Canberra 4WD Clubs, which are the Southern Tablelands Four-Wheel Drive Club,
the ACT Land Rover Club and The ACT Four-Wheel Drive Club. It originally started in the early 1990s
as a show and tell, where four-wheel drive owners could talk about their cars, take them for a drive
and discuss accessories for outback travel and outdoor adventures.

It's since come a long way from show and tell. The 4WD Spectacular Outdoor Recreation Show is
now a major commercial show. Attractions include demonstrations, the latest after-market 4WD
accessories, seminars, amusements and best of all, a test driving track.

The test driving track is an attraction in its own right. It is built with rocks and road base donated by
Boral and is designed to mimic 4WD conditions in the bush. Rough terrain, steep hills and tight bends
all test the performance and ability of the vehicles that venture over it. Professional drivers take the
latest 4AWD models for a rap over the track and spectators could be passengers and experience the
thrill of off-road driving.

Some of the other fun events were the Nitro Burning Super 4WD Off Road Buggies. These radio
controlled 4WD’s put on a wonderful and entertaining display twice daily. There was a simulated SES
accident recovery, and an electric winch safety demonstration and much more to keep everyone
entertained

Most of all, the expo is about promoting safe four-wheel driving. The Clubs conducting the weekend
are there to promote club activities and club membership. We want to promote responsible, safe four-
wheel driving and respect for our amazing environment.

The combined four wheel drive clubs of the ACT organised a wide range of events and activities for
the 4WD Spectacular. These included exhibitor presentations of equipment and techniques, club
members demonstrations and education sessions on four-wheel driving and outdoor activities,
recovery, map reading, radio operation and club competitions to demonstrate the skills required in
outdoor activities.

Host clubs conducted education and information exhibitions and presentations through the weekend
relating to club activities, vehicle safety and recovery techniques. Club displays of vehicle outfit and
camping equipment featured and trip preparation advice was available. Promotion of club family



outings including bushwalking, fishing, canoeing and other adventures was undertaken and
responsible interaction with the environment and conservation philosophies was also demonstrated.

The event has been a great success for clubs and exhibitors over the past 10 years and attracted
more than 10,000 visitors to the event from a wide area of the ACT and NSW.

A large proportion of the proceeds of the show will be donated to charities related to 4WD and
outdoor activities: The Royal Flying Doctor and VKS 737 (Outback Radio Network) were the charities
chosen to benefit from the 2008 show.

The aim of the Four-Wheel Drive Spectacular Outdoor Recreation Show is to encourage responsible
and recreational use of four wheel drive vehicles in the Australian environment and to provide four
wheel drivers or potential drivers with access to information and product that will encourage
responsible outdoor activities.

Greg Redfern

TOP 20 PRODUCTS PURCHASED BY OFF-ROADERS

SEMA eNews, Vol. 11, No. 14 - Apr 03, 2008

The off-road market continues to make an impact within the specialty-equipment industry.
Case in point: the number of new products entered into the Best New Off-Road/4-Wheel
Drive Product category of the SEMA Show New Products Showcase grew 72% from 2005 to
2007

www.sema.org/Main/ArticleDetail.aspx?fc c=10997618%7344x56780687&contentiD=59394

SEMA images of Jeeps

The Adopt-a-Trail concept continues to grow.

Obviously valued by the USFS, as evidenced by the references by Forest Supervisor Ramiro
Villalvazo to a commitment to a volunteer trail program and to work with the recreation
community to provide a quality recreational experience in the Eldorado National Forest.
Some recent examples listed on the UFWDA forum...

http://www.ufwda.org/smf/index.php?topic=2013.0

http://www.ufwda.org/smf/index.php?topic=2036.new#n ew




Eldorado National Forest Final Environmental Impact Statement and
Record of Decision.

http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado/projects/route/fes/index.shtml

WOHVA Recognizes Special Friends!

On March 15" at the Annual Wisconsin Off-Highway Vehicle (WOHVA) Volunteer Appreciation
Banquet, WOHVA recognized the special support shown by three true friends to WOHVA and
Wisconsin OHV recreation! Representative Jeff Mursau (shown here with WOHVA Executive
Director, John Schnorr) was presented with a plague which salutes Representative Mursau for his
outstanding work in expanding OHV recreational opportunities here in the Badger State.

Representative Mursau (36th Assembly District) was instrumental in
drafting and promoting WOHVA's first piece of legislation. AB 600 (a bill
which would have increased motorized representation on the Wisconsin
Governor's State Trails Council) was introduced on the Wisconsin
Assembly Floor by Mursau during the last legislative session. WOHVA
would like to again thank Jeff for his steadfast determination to support
AB 600! Unfortunately, AB 600 made it out of committee too late to be
acted upon this year. However, Representative Mursau has promised to
reintroduce this legislation when the Legislature convenes again in
January.

Two other strong supporters of WOHVA were also recognized at this event. They are Tony Phillippe,
Director of Tribal Planning and Program Coordinator with the Sokaogon Chippewa Community and
Larry Sandoval, District Ranger for the Southern District of the Nicolet National Forest.

The “WOHVA Friends of OHV Recreation Award” reads as follows, “WOHVA proudly presents this
award in recognition of the significant contributions made to further Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV)
recreation in the Badger State to a true friend and supporter of motorized recreation!”

WOHVA would like to again thank these three individuals for their support! Thanks to individuals such
as these, with their willingness to work closely with WOHVA, Wisconsin OHV opportunities are
improving here in Wisconsin.

John Schorr

Great Northern Trail Ride

In August of 2007, the Sokaogon Mole Lake Band of the Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Council
passed a Resolution which granted WOHVA (www.whova.com )exclusive access to Tribal lands for
OHYV recreational events! In addition, WOHVA was chosen to act as the intermediary between OHV
groups and the Tribe for future events (beginning in 2009).

WOHVA is happy to announce that our Great Northern Trail Ride will held on the Mole Lake Indian
Reservation on August 7", 8", 9" & 10", 2008.



If you can only get out on the trail once this year, you're gonna want to make this the event you
attend! The Mole Lake Reservation is located in Forest County, Wisconsin (deep in the heart of the
North Country). This land has never been open to public recreation and remains open only to special
events. The result is an area that few have ever seen and even fewer have been able to access with
OHV's!

Trails will be designed and created early in 2008. To state that “You can be one of the first OHV
recreational users to explore the area” doesn’t start to do this opportunity justice. You'll not only see
the site of the controversial Exxon Mine, but you'll view several private lakes and areas never before
open to the public! Not to mention, you'll be able to explore the area while negotiating trails that were
specifically designed to challenge both your driving skills and the capability of your vehicle. Trails are
available for 4-Wheel Drives, ATV's and OHM’'s. They range in difficulty from novice to extreme.
There is quite simply, “Something for everyone” on the nearly 7000 acres of land.

Mark your calendars now and join us for this truly awesome event!

For more information contact WOHVA at info@wohva.com

Room reservations are available by contacting the Mole Lake Casino & Lodge (715) 478-3200.
For camping contact the Mole Lake Tribal Forestry Department at (715) 478-7560.

If your club or organization is interested in holding an event on the Mole Lake Reservation in 2009
contact WOHVA at molelakeaccess@wohva.com or 715.490.5463.

CoA4WDCi 2008 Raffle Rig

www.ufwda.org/smf/index.php?topic=2053.0




The deadline for contributions to UFWDA e-News ishie 10" of each
month.

Send materials toe-news@ufwda.org

To use materials from UFWDA e-News, please ackndgéethe source.
UFWDA e-News is collated from many sources and matyrepresent nor constitute endorsement by UFVWIA |
Copyright United Four Wheel Drive Associations 2008






