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Happy New Year...

Earthquakes are a reasonably common
occurrence around the world and my country,
New Zealand, has its fair share, as it lies along
the edge of the Pacific Plate, but the result is a
diverse geology and topography.

I'm reminded of this by a brief 6.5 quake during
my holiday break in the summer sun at Lake
Taupo. The lake was created by vast volcanic
explosions, with the most recent recorded as far
away as China in 180 AD. The present system of
rating earth movement is the Richter Scale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richter scale that is
based on a mathematical logarithmic formula that
results in hard to visualize levels of consequence.
I didn't feel the latest quake but a 6.8 a few
weeks earlier only 100 miles away did quite a bit
of damage there.

Equally difficult to figure out are the effects of
news media articles such as the recent New York
Times appraisal of OHV recreation growth. Do
such articles help or hinder our endeavors to
balance the desire to engage with the outdoors
and yet recognize that there are other groups
who don’t like our activities?

Maybe the only ways to gauge such effects are
by the aftershocks or response levels? Possibly
as courteous letters to the respective Editor of a
particular commentary. It will take effort but if we
don’t, the future could be limited for our
recreation, as we fade quietly into history.

Peter Vahry

UFWDA international vic-presiden

New York Times article

www.nvytimes.com/2007/12/30/us/30lands.html?scp=1&sq
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Public Lands
Surge in Off-Roading Stirs Dust and Debate in West

“We have two groups, one that wants to be quietthad one that wants to have motorized use,” said
Mary Laws, the recreation program manager for Bitigt National Forest. “They both want to be in
the forest, so we get the great task of comingoupesvhere in the middle.”

Spring SEMA Show 2008

www.semaoffroad.com/Main/Main.aspx?|D=/content/SEMASSE/HomePage

It feels like the SEMA Show 2007 in Las Vegas, Nevada, was just yesterday!

It is time for the Spring SEMA show 2008 in the beginning of February. The Spring SEMA show,
which is also called SEMA Off Road Show, will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana this year. We have
increased our business sales in the third and fourth quarter this year by 413% and many of our new
members will be attending the Spring SEMA show. There were over 100 contacts made at the SEMA
show in Las Vegas a couple of months ago and | look forward to making even more contacts at this
event. | will keep all of you updated on the UFWDA forum, as | did for the SEMA show in Las Vegas.
Let us hope that this event is as successful as the first this year.

Marti Pugh
business@ufwda.org

SUNFLOWER MINE RUN

29 December 2007

Run participants:
Trip Leader: Chad Chaney — Copperstate Candidate

Copper State 4 Wheelers: Bruce Matteson; Mike Reeves; Ed Charlton; Don
Hicks; Rick Hyson and Chad Finch — Copperstate Candidate.

Land Rover Assoc: Jayson Stangel; Stephen Thomas

Guests: Jim Potts; Alan McFerrin; Wayne & Jeanette Ash; Vern Richards;
Cameron Evans.

New Zealand Guests: John Walker & Phillipa Walker; Nathan Walker; Megan Walker & Jeremy Walker.

TRIP REPORT

Chad Chaney and Don Hicks arrived at the Holiday Inn on South Country Club Drive in Mesa at 6:30 A.M. to
pick up our New Zealand guests. John Walker had contacted Don Hicks a week or so prior asking if there were
going to be any 4 wheel drive runs on Dec. 29" that they might take part in. Don knew that Chad Chaney was
planning a run on that day and contacted him regarding the family joining the run. It was a go from the start.
The family was in the lobby waiting to get aboard the two jeeps and head out to meet the rest of the run
members at the intersection of Hwy 87 and the Lake Saguaro turn off. We arrived at the meeting place a little
after 7:30 A.M, after stopping by a McDonalds for a quick breakfast.

The other run members from the Copperstate club, Land Rover Assoc. and other guest began to arrive and all
were assembled and quickly got ready to move out as the temperature was hovering around 38 degrees, with a



LSunﬂower Mng PALELN w slight breeze out of the west making uncomfortable.

I did notice that the jeeps that usual run with bikini
tops were all sporting full covers.
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on the run. The Walker family opted to ride in
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yeamore Creek

[

& M1 Ouc gt , LPG. John said that there are very few Jeeps,
/ urc Broncos or the more common type we see here in

. Arizona. Where we in Arizona have a lot of rock

and sand to contend with on our runs, the “Kiwi's” have MUD and | mean mud. Some of the pictures showed
vehicles running in mud that is at least 2 to 3 feet deep and is gumbo mud. The clubs there have dedicated
teams that run very intense competitions through the forests and mud bogs. The pictures were simply amazing.

Sycamore
Creek Road
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Grid size - 1/2 mile Guard

Soon after we had all made the turn off at the top of Mt. Ord pass, we all aired down and everyone got
set to make the run. | thought that | had made this run before with Brad Jones of the Rim Country and
Copperstate clubs in late spring of 2007. However, shortly after we made the turn onto FS 25A | began to
suspect that | had not been this way before. | later found out there are two old Mercury mines located in this
area and | had been to the other mine and not to Sunflower Mine.

Soon after making the turn, the going started to get a bit
rocky and as we proceeded along we started encountering
more and larger rocks. Wayne Ash was driving a stock TJ
and he began to have some problems with negotiating some
of the rock steps and waterfalls. However, with some expert
guidance and an occasional boost from a tow strap he made
some pretty good time. The vehicles that were lifted had
very little trouble in negotiating the trail.

We arrived at the mine site
about 11:30 A.M. and i
decided this would be a | cinnabar Ore Ball Crusher
very good sport to break for
lunch. Jayson Stangel broke out his small gas grill, brots and hamburger
patties along with all the fixings. Jayson has a very nice little portable
refrigerator/heater combination. This little gem runs off of 12 volts making for a

Mercury Vapor Condensers nice camping item. Most of the

trekkers had brought along sandwiches and other items for lunch;
however, Jayson had brought what looked like enough to feed and
army. So various ones took him up on his offer to share in his
bounty. After finishing our lunches, we started to look around at
the old abandoned mining equipment. The area were in had been
the mercury distillation plant. The large rotary ball crusher and the
mercury vapor condensers were still in place.

After we had all finished exploring the cinnabar ore-processing
site, we preceded on to the final half of the trip. Chad Chaney, Trip
Leader, told us that now would be the rough part of the trip and in Rick Hyson chucking a boulder under
retrospect, | completely believe him. a tire.

As we proceeded on up the creek things did get rougher, but we all had great fun seeing what our vehicles



would do. | did notice that the two CJ’s in the rear were having no trouble at
all. Bruce and Mike had some really well set up vehicles with plenty of lift and
the V-8's were putting out plenty of power.

Toward the end of the run, we ran across some interesting terrain features, a
very large crevasse or wash-out in the road. John Walker was driving
Jayson’s Land Rover and decided to put the vehicle through its paces in
crossing the wash-out, of course with Jayson’s approval. The Land Rover got
some real height on the rear wheels in crossing the wash-out.

Steve Thomas was next to see how much articulation his Rover would get in
crossing the wash-out. Rick Hyson then tried his Rubicon straight down the
wash and out by straddling the ditch. After we finished playing and admiring
the articulation of the vehicles we proceeded on toward our final meeting
place, where we would be airing up and chatting with our newly met friends
and especially the Kiwi's. John and his family presented little gifts to Chad
Chaney and Don p
Hicks for setting up

o “# and including them
on the run. John also had New Zealand honey for all
present, it's delicious.

We lined all the vehicles along the main road for a final
group picture. After pictures and good byes to all,
Chad and | loaded up John and his family to return
them to their hotel to rest up after a long day of
wheeling Arizona style. John and his family were
heading off for San Diego on Sunday, December 30, to
take in Ensenada, Mexico and then back to Los Angles
to get ready for their return trip to New Zealand. In the
course of our conversations, | found that John has
been a commercial airline pilot for Air New Zealand,
flying out of Auckland. Nathan, John’s youngest son, is a very accomplished photographer and was very busy
taking photos of the Arizona landscape and the events of the run to the Sunflower Mine.

John Walker crossing the Wash out

All'in all, I would suggest that the day, the run and the companionship were excellent.

Don Hicks
Copperstate 4 Wheelers & Rim Country 4 Wheelers.

BFG returns in 2008 with their Outstanding Trails P rogram

UFWDA are delighted to again be able to assemble nominations for the BFGoodrich Tires Outstanding Trails
Program. www.bfgoodrichtires.com/bfgapp/index.isp

In its first season, the 2006 Outstanding Trails program honored five off-road trails. Black Bear Pass, near
Ouray, Colorado, is a picturesque trail nestled in the San Juan Mountains. Pyeatt Draw, a scenic and exciting
trail situated in Payson, Arizona. Hell's Revenge, with its slick sandstone slopes, brings adventure to thrill
seekers in Moab, Utah. Historic Naches Pass, also known as the Longmire Wagon Train, takes off-road drivers
over the Cascade Mountains in Naches, Washington. Last, but not least, Upper Tellico OHV Area, Trail #4,
located in the Nantahala National Forest, is located in North Carolina where Tennessee, South Carolina and
Georgia meet.

The following additional five trails were recognized by the 2007 BFGoodrich Tires Outstanding Trails program:



Whipsaw Trail in British Columbia, Canada

Redbird State Riding Area, Indiana's first and only off-highway vehicle (OHV) facility
Crushers at Tillamook, located in the Coast Range Mountains of northwest Oregon
Poughkeepsie Gulch, located in the San Juan Mountains of Colorado

Flat Nasty, which offers more than 800 acres of Ozark Mountain terrain in Jadwin, Missouri.

The BFGoodrich Outstanding Trails program honors some of the best off-road trails in existence and is
dedicated to the responsible use and conservation of these off-road trails, while providing aid for these efforts to
sustain them for years and years of future use.

To show our appreciation to those enthusiasts who share a passion for off-roading and understanding the
importance of conservation, the 2007 BFGoodrich Outstanding Trails program honored 6 trails: 5 in the United
States and 1 in Canada. Each trail offers an experience for the adventurous soul and embodies the very best in
off-roading.

Submit your favorite trail  now for nomination as a BFGoodrich Outstanding Trail fo r 2008. The deadline
is 20 January 2008

Provide the following information along with the trail info.

Trail Name:

Location:

The club or organization that works hard to maintain the trail or area for users:

How much work has been done by volunteers over the last 4 to 5 years to maintain the trail or area:
Point of Contact for more information:

Email address:

Phone Number:

Please post your nominations on the UFWDA forums: http://www.ufwda.org/smf/index.php?topic=1734.0

Todd Ockert, Director of Environmental Affairs

UFWDA survey 2008

Watch for a new survey of 4x4 users in the next issue of UFWDA Voice magazine or complete it
online on www.ufwda.org from 1 February 2008.

I[daho Roadless Area Conservation

http://www.ufwda.org/smf/index.php?topic=1728.0

Special Areas; Roadless Area Conservation; Applicability to the National Forests in Idaho
AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking; request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), is proposing to establish a State-
specific rule to provide management direction for conserving and enhancing the roadless characteristics for



designated roadless areas in Idaho. The agency is particularly interested in receiving public input regarding the
following topics: to what extent should the Forest Service allow building roads for the purpose of conducting
limited forest health activities in areas designated as backcountry; are the limitations on sale of common variety
minerals and discretionary mineral leasing appropriate; and will the proposed mechanism for administrative
corrections and modifications be sufficient to accommodate future adjustments necessary due to changed
circumstances or public need?

DATES: Comments must be received in writing by April 7, 2008.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be sent via email to IDcomments@fsroadless.org.

Comments also may be submitted via the world wide web/Internet at http://www.regulations.gov. Written
comments concerning this notice should be addressed to Roadless Area Conservation-ldaho, P.O. Box
162909, Sacramento, CA 95816-2909, or via facsimile to 916-456-6724.

All comments, including names and addresses, when provided, are placed in the record and are available for
public inspection and copying. The public may inspect comments received at http://roadless.fs.fed.us

A copy of the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS), the DEIS summary, and other information related
to this rulemaking is available at the national roadless Web site (http://www.roadless.fs.fed.us)

Additional information, maps, and other materials concerning the Idaho Roadless Areas, as well as other
roadless areas, can be found at http://roadless.fs.fed.us/ Collaborating and cooperating with states and

other interested parties regarding the long-term strategy for the conservation and management of inventoried
roadless areas allows recognition of both national values and local situations.

Utah 4WD Association (U4WDA) 2008 Winter Convention - St
George, Utah

The U4WDA 2008 Winter Trail Ride is being hosted by the Rockaholics Anonymous and The Utah
4x4 clubs. There is no charge to attend the event, but Please pre-register! and pick a trail that will
match your vehicle and ability.

The Utah 4x4 Club & Rockaholic's Anonymous are having dinner catered by Staheli catering. On the
menu is a 2-meat western style buffet with Dutch oven potatoes, peach cobbler and more. The dinner
will be at the Washington County Fairgrounds starting at 5pm on Saturday Feb 2nd. Dinner is $15
each for adults and 7.50 for children if you pre register. Dinner will be $20 for Adults and $10 for
children for those that do not pre-register.

Special thanks to the Rockaholics Anonymous & The Utah 4X4 club for sponsoring this event.

When: Saturday February 2, 2008. (Please pre-register) Registration and trail line-ups will begin at
6:30 AM at the Washington County Fair Park. The Maze trail will have an 8:00 AM Drivers meeting
with an 8:30 AM roll out. ALL OTHER TRAILS will have 8:30 am drivers meetings with 9AM rollouts.
All final registrations are 30 minutes prior to rollout.

Where: The Washington County Fair Park is located at 5500 west and 700 south in Hurricane Utah.
The phone number for the Washington County Fair Park is (435) 652-4000.

For more information, go to the official page at:
http://www.u4wda.org/Winter2008.aspx




Other February activities

February 20 - 23, 2008 - Chile Challenge , Las Cruces, NM - Might be the last one - you should
check this one out! For More Information: www.lascrucesfourwheeldriveclub.com

February 22 - 24, 2008 - California Association of 4 Wheel Drive Clubs Convention, Visalia, CA
For More Information: www.cal4wheel.com

February 22 - 24, 2008 - Indiana 4 Wheel Drive Association Annual Convention, Terre Haute, IN
For More Information: www.ifwda.org

February 23, 2008 - Southwest Four Wheel Drive Association Winter Quarterly, Las Cruces, NM
For More Information: www.swfwda.org

February 23, 2008 - Frost Bite '08 Kansas Rocks Recreation Park, Lenexa, KS
For More Information: www.ksrockspark.com

February 29 - March 2, 2008 - 45th Annual Tierra Del Sol Desert Safari, Ocotillo Wells State
Vehicular Recreation Area, CA

For More Information: www.tds4x4.com

PARKS VICTORIA ACKNOWLEDGES VOLUNTEER EFFORTS OF FO UR WHEEL
DRIVE CLUBS

! " #
http://www.fwdvictoria.org.au/021207%204W D%20-International%20Volunteer%20Day%20%202007%20 2 %20 2 .pdf




Australian 4x4 Gathering 21st to 24th March 2008

www.fwdvictoria.org.au/4 x 4 national gathering.htm

Gold Coast 4WD Club Members Clean Up

www.qgafwdc.com.au/

Recently the members of the Gold Coast 4 wheel Drive club cleaned up the Nerang State Forest
area. Inthe Gold Coast hinterland, Nerang Forest Reserve forms a picturesque backdrop to the
township of Nerang. The Reserve is accessible to bushwalkers, cyclists, horse riding groups and four
wheel drive clubs who obtain the correct permits.

Unfortunately, other less caring types also gain admission to the park as well, usually leaving their
rubbish behind when they leave. Recently, the Gold Coast Four Wheel Drive Club was granted
access to the park to perform a “clean up” operation. 20 vehicles split into 2 groups and spent a
Saturday morning scanning the main tracks for rubbish, and although the park appeared rather tidy, a
ute tray was filled with bottles,

cans and other assorted rubbish to

be taken to the tip.

Club president Mark Hoy said "it
was great to see so many
concerned members of the Gold
Coast 4WD Club give up a
Saturday morning to all pull
together and clean up a local state
forest"

The Gold Coast Four Wheel Drive
Club also participates in the annual
Fraser Island Clean Up,



traditionally held on the Australia Day weekend in January, so performing a clean up in their own
“back yard” was a simple task in comparison. Other similar club activities in the past have included
Smith Family Charity Runs and Kids For Cancer days where club members would take kids battling
cancer for a drive around the clubs training facility, worth it just to see a smile on those brave little
faces.

*kkkkk

The deadline for contributions to UFWDA e-News ishie 10" of each month.

Send materials toe-news@ufwda.org

The next UFWDA Voice deadline is 15 March 2008
Send materials toeditor@ufwda.org

To use materials from UFWDA e-News, please ackndggdethe source.
UFWDA e-News is collated from many sources and matyrepresent nor constitute endorsement by UFVWA |
Copyright United Four Wheel Drive Associations 2007



